Skillz's legal leadership shuffle raises investor vigilance amid interim counsel departure
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Skillz has disclosed the departure of its interim general counsel, Nikul Patel, in a filing with the US Securities and Exchange Commission, adding another small but notable change to the online games company’s senior leadership team. The company said Patel left on April 28, and the filing was made on May 1.
According to the SEC filing, Patel is due Tier 3 severance benefits under Skillz’s severance plan, provided he signs a customary separation agreement and releases claims. The company did not spell out the value of the package, and it gave no explanation for his exit.
No successor was named in the filing, leaving open a brief period of transition for the legal function at a business that operates in a regulated part of the gaming and technology market. That absence is likely to draw attention from investors watching for signs of broader reshuffling or further governance changes.
Skillz, which is incorporated in Delaware and has its executive offices in Las Vegas, lists its Class A common stock on the New York Stock Exchange under the ticker SKLZ. The company is no longer classed as an emerging growth company under SEC rules, a detail that underscores the maturity of its reporting obligations even as its leadership bench continues to evolve. The move follows earlier changes in the company’s legal leadership, including the appointment of Andrew Dahlinghaus as general counsel in 2023.
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