Asian shares rise amid Middle East tension balances and looming earnings reports
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Asian shares edged higher on Monday as investors balanced a fragile easing in Middle East tensions against a busy week of earnings and economic releases. South Korea’s market led the region after reopening from a holiday, while broader Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan also advanced. Japanese trading was subdued because of a holiday, although futures pointed slightly firmer.
Oil prices were steady after a volatile stretch, with Brent holding around US$108 a barrel and US crude near US$102. The calm followed a sharp earlier sell-off, even as traders remained focused on disruption in the Strait of Hormuz, a shipping lane whose security has become central to market sentiment.
Reuters reported that President Donald Trump said the United States would help guide ships through the restricted waterway, describing the move as a way to allow vessels to continue their business. According to the same report and statements from Central Command, the operation would involve guided-missile destroyers, more than 100 aircraft and 15,000 service members. AP News said the plan has been presented as a humanitarian effort, but Iran has rejected it and warned against outside interference, keeping diplomatic prospects uncertain.
Markets were also digesting fresh signs of risk to global shipping after an attack on a bulk carrier in Iranian waters over the weekend. In equities, US futures were little changed as investors prepared for more than 100 company earnings reports, including results from Advanced Micro Devices, Super Micro Computer, Walt Disney and McDonald’s. Gold eased slightly, and currency markets were quiet, with the dollar marginally weaker as traders waited for clearer signs on energy supply and geopolitics.
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