Bitcoin surpasses $80,000 amid global risk-on revival driven by AI and crypto inflows
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Bitcoin climbed back above $80,000 on Monday morning in Asia for the first time in more than three months, underscoring a renewed appetite for risk across financial markets. Bloomberg said the move came alongside gains in other cryptocurrencies, while traders also pointed to a broader shift in sentiment after a volatile start to the year for digital assets. Earlier this spring, Bloomberg reported that Bitcoin had been edging towards that level again as traders absorbed fresh buying and short covering, even though options positioning around $80,000 had created a visible ceiling. The broader backdrop is a long way from the gloom captured in a Deutsche Bank survey last year, when a sizeable share of consumers still expected Bitcoin to sink below $20,000. 
Asian equities also advanced, led by another powerful rally in artificial-intelligence shares. South Korea’s KOSPI jumped sharply as investors continued to pile into semiconductor names tied to AI demand, with Samsung Electronics and SK Hynix among the standouts. In Taiwan, TSMC also remained in demand, while markets elsewhere in the region were broadly firmer despite a quieter session in Japan. The gains reflected a market still willing to overlook questions about whether the hundreds of billions being spent this year by Alphabet, Amazon, Microsoft and Meta on AI infrastructure will eventually translate into profits. 
The risk-on tone followed a strong end to last week on Wall Street, where the S&P 500 and Nasdaq both finished higher. April was already the best month for the S&P 500 since 2020, and the technology-heavy Nasdaq outpaced it by an even wider margin, helped by a surge in chip stocks. Reuters has noted that enthusiasm for AI has increasingly dominated trading in both the U.S. and Asia, with investors treating the sector as the main engine of the current market cycle. 
For Bitcoin, the return above $80,000 adds another chapter to a rally that has repeatedly confounded skeptics. Bloomberg reported in March 2024 that the launch of U.S. spot Bitcoin ETFs drew record inflows and helped push the token to new highs, while later reports described an April 2026 rebound driven by accumulation from Strategy and a wave of short covering. The latest move suggests that, for now at least, traders are once again willing to chase both crypto and AI-linked assets higher. 
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