BitDelta Securities gains UAE approval to expand regional financial services under Category 5 licence
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BitDelta Securities Financial Services LLC has received in-principle approval from the United Arab Emirates' Capital Market Authority under its Category 5 framework, a move the company says will help it build a regulated presence in the Gulf and wider Middle East and North Africa region. The approval is an early but significant step in a licensing process that still requires final regulatory sign-off before the business can begin operating under the full permissions it seeks.
According to the company, the Category 5 structure would allow BitDelta to introduce financial products and services in the UAE without running a full brokerage or taking client funds. Industry guidance on UAE Category 5 permissions says the regime is commonly used by international brokers, asset managers and fintech groups seeking a compliant route into the market, with firms typically needing to meet capital, governance and operational requirements before they are fully authorised.
Dr Demetrios Zamboglou, BitDelta's chief executive, said the UAE has become a globally recognised financial centre and that the approval reflects the firm's intention to work within robust supervision and strong governance standards. The release says the company now plans to complete the remaining steps in the process, including capital requirements, senior appointments and final operational preparations.
The move fits a broader pattern in the UAE, where licensed introduction and promotion models are already used by other financial firms to connect local clients with overseas trading services. The country's markets watchdog, established in 2000, oversees securities and commodities activity as part of efforts to deepen and regulate the financial sector.
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