Tony Elumelu warns Nigerian government as xenophobic violence worsens in South Africa
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Tony Elumelu has urged Nigeria’s federal government to step in as anti-migrant violence in South Africa intensifies, warning that Nigerian citizens and businesses are being put at risk. According to Billionaires.Africa, the United Bank for Africa chairman said Abuja can no longer treat the crisis as a distant diplomatic issue, a stance that carries added significance because of his role in promoting cross-border African commerce and investment. The warning comes as Nigerian diaspora officials say the situation has worsened, with foreign-owned shops targeted and many Nigerians afraid to go about their daily lives.
The unrest has already drawn wider condemnation. Nigerian diaspora authorities said conditions were deteriorating, while South Africa’s government has faced renewed pressure to confront vigilante-style attacks that have repeatedly flared in the country. According to reporting from Billionaires.Africa, the latest tensions echo earlier xenophobic outbreaks in 2015 and 2019, when Nigerian nationals were attacked and businesses were destroyed. For Elumelu, whose banking and philanthropic interests stretch across the continent, the episode is also a reminder of how fragile pan-African business links can be when politics turns hostile.
In northern Nigeria, Abba Mangal’s emergence as the APC’s consensus candidate for Katsina Central has become a notable political marker in its own right. Billionaires.Africa reported that the lawyer and son of transport magnate Dahiru Mangal defeated the return bid of incumbent Sani Aliyu Danlami after party consultations, giving the Mangal family its first direct frontline role in elective politics. The decision is being read as part of a broader generational shift in Katsina, where Dahiru Mangal has long wielded influence behind the scenes through business, patronage and political alliances.
Separately, businessman and former banker Atedo Peterside has added his voice to the political debate by warning that Nigeria could face a legitimacy crisis if the African Democratic Congress is blocked from the 2027 presidential race. Billionaires.Africa also noted that its paid Insider coverage published a report on Moody’s surrender of its South African credit rating licence after 32 years, underlining a wider retreat by global ratings firms from direct African coverage.
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