American Airlines Faces Lawsuit Over Alleged In-Flight Filming of Minors
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American Airlines is facing a lawsuit in Texas following allegations that one of its former flight attendants, Estes Carter Thompson III, filmed girls between the ages of seven and 14 using a bathroom on the aircraft over several months in 2023. Thompson, 37, was arrested earlier this year after a 14-year-old girl from North Carolina discovered an iPhone recording her during a flight, which led to his arrest in January.
The current lawsuit involves a nine-year-old girl, referred to as Mary Doe, who was allegedly filmed by Thompson during a January 2023 flight from Austin, Texas, to Disneyland. The family of the victim is suing the airline, accusing it of failing to protect passengers.
In a controversial legal move, American Airlines' attorneys claimed that the girl is partly responsible for not noticing the recording device. The legal filing suggests the girl's injuries were caused by her own negligence for not recognizing the compromised bathroom.
The girl's family and their attorney, Paul Llewellyn, expressed outrage over the airline's defense strategy. Llewellyn called the airline's position "outrageous and desperate." The parents of the 14-year-old girl who initially discovered the device also expressed their shock and sympathies for the Texas family.
Thompson has pleaded not guilty to charges of attempted sexual exploitation of children and possession of child sexual abuse material, with his next court appearance scheduled for July 1. American Airlines has yet to comment on the ongoing lawsuit.
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