NBA Nears Major Broadcasting Deals with ESPN, Amazon, and NBC, Potentially Excluding TNT
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The NBA is nearing the completion of significant broadcasting deals with ESPN, Amazon, and NBC, potentially leaving TNT without rights to air games for the first time since 1989. According to multiple sources, including the Sports Business Journal, the new agreements could be finalized soon, impacting the broadcast landscape starting from the 2025-26 season.
ESPN, under Disney's ownership, is expected to secure the premier "A" package, including the NBA Finals, one conference final, and weekly primetime games, for approximately $2.8 billion annually. NBC is likely to acquire the "B" package with an anticipated cost of $2.6 billion per year. This would encompass a potential Sunday night "Basketball Night in America" after the NFL season and key playoff games. Amazon is set to stream games on Prime Video under the "C" package, likely including the new in-season tournament and some early playoff games, in a deal estimated at $2 billion yearly.
Warner Bros. Discovery, TNT's parent company, holds matching rights and could challenge the NBA's decision legally if the league factors NBC's broadcast capability into the deal beyond financial terms. David Zaslav, Warner Bros. Discovery's CEO, has previously downplayed the necessity of retaining NBA rights, a stance that might soon be tested.
The potential loss of NBA rights would significantly impact TNT's popular show "Inside the NBA," hosted by Ernie Johnson with analysts Charles Barkley, Shaquille O’Neal, and Kenny Smith. This development has stirred reactions among NBA fans and raised uncertainties about the future of the beloved studio show. Barkley, who has been with TNT since 2000, has an opt-out clause in his contract and might explore opportunities with ESPN, NBC, or Amazon or opt for retirement.
Negotiations are in the final stages, but no official announcements have been made yet. The upcoming deals reflect a strategic shift in broadcasting partnerships and could mark the end of a notable era in sports television.
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