News Corp Signs Deal with OpenAI to Provide News Content for AI Chatbots
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News Corp, owned by the Murdoch family, has signed a deal with OpenAI to allow access to its current and archived news content for training and servicing AI chatbots like ChatGPT. Announced on May 22, 2024, this agreement includes content from publications such as The Wall Street Journal, The New York Post, MarketWatch, and Barron’s, but excludes News Corp’s digital real estate services and HarperCollins.
Robert Thomson, News Corp’s CEO, praised the deal for setting new standards in the digital age, describing OpenAI and its CEO Sam Altman as "principled partners." Altman called the partnership a proud moment for both journalism and technology.
Financial terms were not disclosed, though sources suggest the deal could be worth up to $250 million over five years. Concerns have been raised by the Independent Association of Publishers’ Employees about the lack of protective agreements for AI in current contract negotiations.
This partnership comes amid growing worries in the publishing industry over generative AI using copyrighted content without compensation, as seen in ongoing lawsuits against OpenAI and Microsoft by The New York Times and other publishers. Other media organizations, including Axel Springer and The Financial Times, have also entered similar agreements with OpenAI.
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