Second human case of bird flu from U.S. dairy cows reported in Michigan
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A second human case of bird flu tied to U.S. dairy cows has been reported in Michigan. The patient, a farmworker, exhibited mild eye symptoms and has since recovered. This comes after a similar case was identified in Texas in late March. Both incidents mark the first known cases globally of humans contracting this avian influenza strain, H5N1, from mammals.
Since 2020, H5N1 has been spreading across various animal species and was unexpectedly found in U.S. livestock earlier this year. Officials confirmed H5N1 in 51 dairy herds across nine states. Michigan health authorities have not specified how many exposed individuals have been tested.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicated that the virus poses a low risk to the general public, underscoring the importance of proper safety measures for those exposed to infected animals. Despite rising infections among dairy herds, pasteurized dairy products are considered safe.
Currently, federal agencies are preparing approximately 4.8 million doses of a vaccine to combat the virus. Ongoing efforts include genomic sequencing to track the virus's mutations and spread between species. As of now, no human-to-human transmission has been observed.
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