Select Fashion to close 35 stores as high street turmoil continues
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Select Fashion, a popular high street clothing retailer, is reportedly preparing to close 35 of its stores in the UK, with several locations in the North East affected. This announcement comes amidst ongoing challenges faced by the brand, which has seen significant downsizing since entering administration in 2019. Select, which currently operates over 80 outlets nationwide, is set to reduce its footprint to just 48 stores following the closures, as detailed in documents reviewed by The Sun.
The closures are expected to take place over the coming weeks, with most sites anticipated to cease trading by March 15. Among the branches identified for closure are those in South Shields, Ashington, Peterlee, and Hartlepool in County Durham. Other closures have already occurred in Wolverhampton and Kidderminster earlier this year, contributing to a worrying trend on the UK high street.
The list of locations slated for shutdown includes branches in Runcorn, Accrington, Middlesbrough, Hull, and several others across England and Wales. Select Fashion’s current operational status in shopping centres, such as the Bridges Shopping Centre in Sunderland and locations in Washington and Cramlington, remains unclear; however, they are not believed to be immediately affected by these impending closures.
The management of Select Fashion has undergone significant changes over the years. After its administration in 2019, the company was acquired by Genus UK Limited, which is now also managing recent restructuring efforts. The brand entered into a Company Voluntary Arrangement (CVA) last summer, a formal agreement allowing it to make arrangements with creditors to manage outstanding debts. 
Recent analysis from the Centre for Retail Research has highlighted an alarming trend of store closures across the UK, with 13,479 shops shutting down in 2024 alone, equating to approximately 37 closures every day. This trend has included other high-street retailers such as Homebase, WHSmith, and New Look, which have recently announced branch closures.
Overall, these developments signal ongoing turbulence in the retail sector, with Select Fashion's fate contributing to the broader narrative of high street decline as various brands grapple with the realities of changing consumer behaviours and economic pressures.
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