Flambards theme park in Cornwall auctions off rides following closure
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A theme park in Cornwall, renowned for its heritage and charm, is auctioning off its rides and attractions following its closure due to escalating costs and a decline in visitor numbers. Flambards, which had operated since 1976, initially began as an aviation museum before transforming into a popular family destination featuring a Victorian Village exhibition, complete with over 60 shops set on historic cobblestone streets and themed attractions.
The park announced its immediate closure in November 2024, citing a “steady decline in visitor numbers” and “rising costs” as key factors. In a heartfelt statement shared on its Facebook page, the park expressed, “Flambards has been a cherished destination for generations, and it is with a heavy heart that we bid farewell.” This marked the end of nearly five decades of operation where Flambards was described as “Cornwall's most beloved visitor attraction.”
With the Victorian Village sold earlier this year as a single entity, the remaining assets are now being auctioned by Lay's Auctioneers in Penzance. The auction, which is taking place over two days, features over 1,200 lots, including a variety of rides and themed props. Among the items available for bidding is a full-scale wooden mock-up of the front half of a Concorde jet, projected to fetch between £10,000 and £20,000. This piece is considered historically significant, providing aviation enthusiasts with a rare opportunity to own a piece of flight history.
Also up for auction is a lifesize wax figure of former Prime Minister Winston Churchill, estimated to become one of the most valuable human models ever sold, with an expected final price ranging from £800 to £1,200. Additional notable items on the auction block include a Spectrum Sports Rocket Rascal Space Shuttle, a World War II US Army jeep, a unique hornet ice cream kiosk, and large fibreglass figures of beloved characters, such as Humpty Dumpty.
David Lay, director and founder of Lay's Auctioneers, highlighted the intrinsic value of the collection, commenting, “The whole is so much greater than the sum of its parts.” He also noted the impact of Flambards on local culture, stating that the experience of walking through Flambards Village transported visitors to a notably historic past. He acknowledged the mixed emotions tied to the sale, saying, “Whilst we have all been enriched by the experience of cataloguing this remarkable collection, it has been tinged with sadness that this incredible creation... must now be dispersed.”
This auction not only signifies the end of an era for Flambards, but it also opens the door for memorabilia collectors and enthusiasts to acquire pieces of the beloved park, which has left an indelible mark on the memories of families and visitors across Cornwall.
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