Sky introduces budget-friendly TV packages as UK faces rising household bills
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As the UK faces a wave of inflation-linked price hikes this month, many residents are preparing for a significant increase in household bills. Dubbed 'awful April', the rise in costs affects essential services, including electricity, water, council tax, broadband, mobile phones, and television subscriptions. The onset of these financial pressures has spurred thousands of Brits to seek ways to reduce their monthly expenses.
To address this, Sky has introduced budget-friendly television packages that combine Sky TV with Netflix offerings. Among the most notable is the £15 Essential TV bundle, which offers access to more than 100 channels, including popular choices like Sky Atlantic. This package also includes free subscriptions to Discovery+ and ad-supported Netflix, which typically costs £5.99 per month if subscribed independently. This bundle effectively brings the cost down for Sky customers to approximately £9.01 for Sky TV.
Sky customers have the option to upgrade to an ad-free Netflix Standard service for an additional £6 per month. This upgrade amounts to £72 annually, presenting savings of £83.88 when compared to direct Netflix subscriptions, which now start at £12.99 per month following a price increase of up to 20% earlier this year.
Additionally, Sky allows existing Netflix subscribers to transfer their accounts without facing double charges, blending both services into one manageable bill. Sky's 24-month contract terms caution customers that prices may change, a note that reflects a previous 6.4% rise applied to Sky's TV and broadband plans earlier this year, hinting at potential increases in April 2026.
Virgin Media is also vying for market share with its higher-end TV packages, bundling in free Netflix subscriptions along with an 18-month contract for £69.99 per month. This offer includes over 210 channels and a high-speed fibre broadband service.
For those seeking flexibility, Sky's Essential TV package is available on a 31-day rolling basis for £18 monthly, with additional options to incorporate Sky Cinema or Sky Sports at starting prices of £10 and £20, respectively.
Reviews from Sky users on Trustpilot illustrate a range of customer experiences. One long-term subscriber expressed satisfaction, stating, "I've been with Sky for over 20 years [and] only had one problem, which they sorted within 48 hours – great service." Another user praised the convenience of Sky Stream, commenting, "It's the best decision I've ever made," referring to the ease of having all streaming subscriptions billed through Sky.
However, not all feedback has been positive. One customer noted a level of frustration with the customer service experience, indicating that while the service quality is generally reliable, resolving issues can often lead to confusion, as the representatives may not fully explain the situation.
As households brace for higher costs in a climate of increasing financial strain, Sky's bundled offerings are vying to provide a solution, simplifying and potentially reducing the financial burden of entertainment expenses for many UK residents.
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