Catholic Church in Scotland backs prayer app Hallow amid Russell Brand controversy
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The Catholic Church in Scotland has expressed its support for a prayer app named Hallow, which has attracted attention due to its promotion by Russell Brand, who recently faced serious legal issues. Hallow, which is based in the United States, allows users to download the app for free, but also has a subscription option costing approximately £55 annually.
The app offers a variety of features, including audio-guided Bible stories, meditations, sleep aids, Christian music, and community prayer challenges. Hallow has partnered with several celebrities to broaden its reach, including actor Mark Wahlberg. Despite its success—having been downloaded over 22 million times since its launch in 2018—the future of the app in the European Union is uncertain. The CEO of Hallow, Alex Jones, revealed that the app may face closure within the EU due to privacy regulations, specifically related to the Digital Services Act (DSA) that came into effect in February 2023. This legislation restricts the processing of sensitive personal data, including religious beliefs, without explicit user consent.
In the wake of Russell Brand being charged with rape and other sexual offences, Hallow announced it would sever ties with him. Speaking to the Sunday Mail, Father Gerry Maguiness, a representative of the Catholic Church in Scotland, affirmed that they had no specific concerns regarding the app, stating, “Just being on the website, it is free. You can opt to buy the app. No difficulty with it.”
In a recent post on X, Jones lamented the potential ban of Hallow in the EU, claiming that over-regulation is targeting religious apps, which would hinder their operations. He emphasised the impact on their plans to expand content in languages such as Polish, French, Italian, and German, indicating that such efforts would become "essentially impossible" under these regulatory conditions.
As details surrounding the possible ban continue to emerge, the implications of these privacy concerns on Hallow and its user base remain to be fully understood. The app's supporters maintain that it offers valuable spiritual resources while navigating the complexities of privacy legislation in the EU.
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