Malta welcomes British tourists amid anti-tourism protests in Europe
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A surge of protests against tourism is currently unfolding across popular destinations in Europe, causing concern for British holidaymakers anticipating a turbulent summer travel season. Notably, incidents of vandalism directed towards rental cars in Tenerife and ominous graffiti calling for tourists to leave in Athens have sparked debates about the sustainability of tourism in these regions.
In stark contrast to the rising anti-tourism sentiment manifested in places like Spain, Italy, and Greece, the Mediterranean island of Malta is positioning itself as a welcoming alternative for British visitors. Spanning just 17 miles long and nine miles wide, Malta is actively encouraging tourists to consider their island as a preferred destination, declaring “the more, the better!” in their outreach to British holidaymakers.
Upon arrival on the island, one quickly observes a strong affinity for British culture among the locals. Areas such as St Paul's Bay feature a stretch known as "Tourist Street," populated with British-themed pubs, including notably named venues like 'Diana's' and 'the Red Lion.' These establishments not only cater to holidaymakers but also attract a local crowd, offering pints at competitive prices of around £2.75.
In Valletta, Malta’s capital, a prominent statue of Queen Victoria stands in Republic Square, indicative of the island's historical ties to the UK. Marisa Farrugia, who manages the bustling Red Lion Pub, highlighted the warm reception offered to tourists, stating, “We get a lot of British tourists in here... the locals are more friendly here.” She remarked on the economic dependence on tourism, emphasising that during the pandemic, the lack of visitors rendered the island nearly deserted. Ms Farrugia expressed optimism for the upcoming tourist season, noting a busier winter than usual.
In recent years, Malta has seen an influx of visitors, with 3.56 million tourists recorded last year, a figure exceeding the island's population of approximately 563,000. Among this number, British tourists constitute a significant proportion, and there exists a robust British expatriate community of around 15,000 residents, primarily concentrated in St Paul's Bay.
Individuals like Richie Allsop, a Huddersfield native who relocated to Malta a decade ago, echoed sentiments of appreciation for the locals’ hospitality, stating, “The locals are amazing, so welcoming, so friendly. They want more tourism.” Allsop contrasted this experience with that of other European destinations, expressing a belief that there is a prevailing reluctance towards British tourists in countries such as Spain and Greece.
The sentiment of hospitality is further illustrated through comments from other residents. Angela Petrovic, who works at Murphy's Irish Pub in St Paul's Bay, noted how the island’s economy hinges on tourism. She remarked, “The Maltese are welcoming towards tourists. The whole island depends on tourism so they kind of have to.”
While residents and tourists alike enjoy the bustling atmosphere, there are still lingering concerns regarding the housing market and occasional overcrowding issues, especially in tourist hotspots like Comino. Julian Bonnici, the operator of an investigative journalism platform, explained the complexity of the situation, acknowledging that while tourism is vital to the island's economy, it sometimes irritates locals. However, he indicated that, unlike in other European countries, there is little inclination towards protests against tourism development in Malta.
As summer approaches, the streets of Valletta and tourist areas are already bustling with visitors, many of whom express preferences for Malta over other European locales. British holidaymakers Shana Sandal and Kaytee Holgate, enjoying a tour of Malta's picturesque beaches, voiced appreciation for the island's friendliness compared to their experiences in Italy and Spain, stating, “We’ve loved it in Malta; it’s been a lot friendlier than say Italy."
The charm of Malta, blending a rich cultural heritage with a modern, tourist-friendly environment, continues to captivate holidaymakers, despite the backdrop of protests in other parts of Europe. Tourists are drawn to the unique blend of British influence and Maltese hospitality, as local businesses thrive on the presence of visitors eager to explore the island's many offerings.
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