Veeraswamy restaurant faces uncertain future as lease expiration looms
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Beloved by royals and celebrities alike, Veeraswamy, a Michelin-starred Indian restaurant that has stood the test of time since its establishment in 1926, now faces an uncertain future as it grapples with its landlord, the Crown Estate. The venue, located just steps from Piccadilly Circus, is hailed as the oldest Indian restaurant in the UK and has been the dining choice for notable figures including Princess Anne, former Prime Minister David Cameron, and King Abdullah of Jordan.
The restaurant’s imminent closure looms as its lease for the premises at Victory House is set to expire in June 2023, with the Crown Estate announcing that they will not be renewing it. Executive Chef Uday Salumkhe and restaurant owner Ranjit Mathrani, 81, have expressed profound dismay over the decision, which Mathrani described as coming “completely out of the blue”. Notably, just a year prior, the Crown Estate had inquired about the possibility of expanding Veeraswamy into additional space within the building.
According to the Crown Estate, the reason behind the decision is rooted in a need to refurbish the entire premises after a flood led to the upper floors being left vacant. They argue that the restaurant's entrance needs to be removed to facilitate the improvement of the office entrance, offering up an extra 11 square metres for the refurbishment project. However, Mathrani has challenged this assertion, stating that the historical significance of the venue was overlooked, and alternatives for relocating the restaurant's entrance were never properly explored.
In an interview with The Times, Mathrani remarked, “They don’t care a bugger for history. Had they wanted to, they could’ve easily … put the [office] reception on the first floor. If they’d have asked us to match the [office] rent, I would have.” 
Veeraswamy's staff are understandably worried about the potential loss of employment, given the restaurant's storied legacy in London. Mathrani has indicated that they are currently in a legal battle to extend the lease, while conceding the reality that they may have to vacate eventually. “We’re open to moving, because we accept the inevitability that, sooner or later, they will be able to turf us out,” he stated. He expressed that ideally, a two-year window to locate and fit out a new site would be necessary, a request which he claims the Crown Estate has not been willing to accommodate.
In a statement provided by the Crown Estate, a spokesperson emphasised the necessity for a “comprehensive refurbishment” of Victory House, reiterating that removal of the restaurant’s entrance is essential due to the limited options available within the constraints of the listed building. They clarified that this alteration excludes the possibility of extending Veeraswamy's lease when it expires.
With the clock ticking down to June, the future of Veeraswamy hangs in the balance, leaving staff and patrons apprehensive about what the coming months may hold for this historic establishment.
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