Liz Truss to launch social media platform promoting free speech
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Liz Truss, the former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, is set to launch her own social media platform aimed at promoting free speech. This announcement comes as she expresses concerns regarding the perceived stifling of freedom of expression by the mainstream media and what she describes as the “deep state” in Britain. Truss revealed her plans during a cryptocurrency conference held in Bedford over the weekend, stating that the platform is expected to launch this summer.
During her address, Truss reflected on her experience in office, saying she felt she had been “cut off at the knees” by “the elite” that opposed her agenda for radical change. She articulated her vision for a new media network that aims to facilitate communication for a grassroots movement seeking to demand change from political leaders. “What I’m now thinking is we need a media network to be able to communicate to people, to be able to have a grassroots movement that is actually really demanding change of our leaders,” she noted.
Truss further expressed her dismay at the way issues are "suppressed or promoted" by conventional media outlets, drawing a stark comparison between the current situation in Britain and the oppressive media environment of the former Soviet Union. “This is the kind of thing that we used to see going on in the Soviet Union and it’s now happening to us,” she remarked. She asserts the need for a platform that is “uncensored and uncancellable,” where people can discuss topics often deemed uncomfortable or controversial.
Her initiative follows a similar trajectory to former US President Donald Trump's Truth Social platform, which is operated by the Trump Media and Technology Group (TMTG) and has experienced significant financial losses, reportedly $400.9 million (£303.5 million) in the previous year.
The history of political figures in the UK attempting to establish their own social media networks is not particularly successful. Matt Hancock, the former Health Secretary, shut down his app five years after its launch, which was intended to “promote a healthy, open and impartial debate.” Likewise, ex-Tory MP Louise Mensch's platform, Menshn, which was conceived as a competitor to Twitter, lasted less than a year before it was discontinued following a falling out with her business partner.
As Truss moves forward with her plans for a free speech platform, the political landscape remains alert to the implications of such a venture on the discourse surrounding freedom of expression and media responsibility in the UK.
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