Artists raise concerns over AI-generated toy-like images impacting creative livelihoods
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Artists and creatives are expressing concern over a growing trend involving the use of artificial intelligence (AI) to produce "starter pack" images of people portrayed as toys. This phenomenon, which has gained momentum since the beginning of April, involves thousands of individuals uploading their photographs to generate doll-like representations of themselves using AI technology. 
Many in the creative community fear that this trend could jeopardise their livelihoods. Among them is Nick Lavellee, a craftsman who has been creating custom action figures for six years. Speaking to the BBC, Lavellee conveyed his unease about the potential impact of AI-generated images on his work, stating, "People are sick of them. It's an artistic aesthetic – AI-generated art diminishes that." 
Beyond the economic concerns raised by artists, there are broader worries about the implications of this trend. Critics have highlighted the environmental toll associated with AI processing and the risks posed by sharing personal photographs online. Additionally, there are apprehensions that such AI-generated content might devalue traditional forms of creative expression by flooding social media platforms with automated designs.
The BBC reports that while AI technology offers novel and accessible creative tools for the public, it also poses significant challenges to established artists and raises questions about authenticity, privacy, and sustainability in the digital age.
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