Big Lots to reopen 132 stores across 14 states after bankruptcy
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Big Lots, a discount retail chain in the United States, is reopening more than 100 locations it had previously closed, marking a significant turnaround in its business following bankruptcy and ownership changes. The company’s new owners, Variety Wholesalers, announced plans to reopen 132 stores that had been shut down last year during Big Lots’ bankruptcy proceedings.
The reopening will occur across 14 states, primarily concentrated in the U.S. South and Appalachian regions. Lisa Seigies, president and CEO of Variety Wholesalers, expressed enthusiasm about the development, stating, “We’re excited to bring an additional 132 Big Lots locations back to life.” The stores are scheduled to reopen in two phases, with the first group launching on 1 May and the second on 15 May.
Variety Wholesalers acquired more than 200 Big Lots stores earlier this year after Big Lots filed for bankruptcy in September and closed approximately 1,000 stores nationwide. The bankruptcy and subsequent store closures occurred before Gordon Brothers Retail Partners acquired the company. Gordon Brothers described their acquisition as a “going concern sale,” which aimed to preserve the Big Lots brand, keep hundreds of stores operational, and prevent thousands of layoffs.
In addition to acquiring Big Lots, Gordon Brothers transferred ownership of certain stores and distribution centres to other companies, including Variety Wholesalers. Since the transfer, Variety Wholesalers has already reopened nine Big Lots locations, receiving positive feedback from customers. Seigies remarked, “The customer response to the newly expanded assortment of fresh inventory and great deals has been overwhelmingly positive.”
The reopening locations span a wide geographic area, including numerous cities and towns in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. Some of the cities include Athens and Mobile in Alabama; Jacksonville and Panama City in Florida; Augusta and Marietta in Georgia; Jasper in Indiana; Campbellsville and Somerset in Kentucky; Flint and Port Huron in Michigan; Southaven in Mississippi; Greensboro and Fayetteville in North Carolina; Columbus and Toledo in Ohio; Erie and New Castle in Pennsylvania; Rock Hill and Spartanburg in South Carolina; Knoxville and Johnson City in Tennessee; Chesapeake and Fredericksburg in Virginia; and Charleston and Beckley in West Virginia.
This reopening marks a significant effort to revive the Big Lots brand and restore its presence in communities affected by the previous closures. The Independent is reporting on this development.
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