Belfast councillors reject Botanic Gardens music gigs and fire and food festival over legitimacy and disruption concerns
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Councillors in Belfast have taken a decisive step regarding the organisation of significant public events in Botanic Gardens, voting against proposals for major music gigs and a 'fire and food' festival. The decision follows a contentious period marked by concerns over the legitimacy of the organising companies.
During a meeting on May 1, members from Sinn Féin and the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) collectively rejected plans for the ‘Botanic Summer Sessions,’ which aimed to host three music concerts at the end of June. These events, anticipated to draw around 5,000 attendees each night, were put forward by CRD Live, a company whose sole director is a teenager from North Down. At the time of the committee's decision, CRD Live was under a compulsory strike-off order, indicating that Companies House had reasonable suspicions regarding the company’s operational status. Notably, this strike-off order was lifted just four days later, following the submission of required documentation to Companies House.
Despite the ongoing issues, tickets for one of the concerts, featuring the emerging artist Ryan McMullan, were made available online. McMullan promoted the event on his social media, and reports indicate that some customers purchased tickets, with one individual stating they spent £150 for tickets for themselves and their son.
The council's full meeting ultimately opted against the events due to concerns over anticipated disruptions, which were projected to last over 35 days. This included time needed for setting up and dismantling infrastructure after the concerts. 
Parallel to the music gigs, another proposal from a different company, JKS Events, sought to organise a 10-day 'fire and food' festival starting on July 17. This plan also faced pushback as it would disrupt the main lawn area from July 7 through to the festival's conclusion. Very little public information is available about JKS Events, and it remains uncertain if it is the same company registered as a small management consultancy based in Ipswich, England.
Council spokespersons highlighted that due diligence procedures were not adequately followed prior to the committee's initial support for the events. As a result, questions regarding business legitimacy and operational history have been raised surrounding both CRD Live and JKS Events.
The council’s decision appears to reflect concerns about the feasibility and the impact on local residents and park users, underscoring the complexities involved in organising large public gatherings in urban parks.
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