Jeremy Clarkson’s pub game sparks police probe but no action taken
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In an amusing turn of events at his Cotswolds pub, The Farmer’s Dog, Jeremy Clarkson found himself at the centre of a police investigation due to a novel drinking game that has drawn mixed reactions. A contraption designed to test the drinking skills of patrons, involving a ‘beer puppeteer’ system imported from Germany, sparked complaints about promoting irresponsible alcohol consumption. The apparatus requires players to use levers and pulleys to sip their pint without the use of their hands, while competing against another drinker, aiming to finish without any spills.
The playful nature of the game, however, was not enough to deter authorities from initially taking the complaint seriously. Following the report, West Oxfordshire’s licensing officers reviewed the situation in conjunction with the police and concluded that the game did not breach any existing licensing laws. Andrea Thomas, the licensing officer for the council, stated, “After reviewing the game with the police licensing officer, we do not deem it to be a breach of any granted licences, and no further action will be taken.” This conclusion allowed the game to continue as a light-hearted promotion for the establishment, reflecting a willingness to embrace humour in public life.
Clarkson's venture into the pub business has not been without its challenges. Since opening The Farmer's Dog in August 2024, he has faced several incidents that have tested the pub’s operation. Recent weeks saw the venue suffer from the theft of 104 branded pint glasses in just one week, prompting Clarkson to introduce anti-theft measures, including beer mats emblazoned with his face accompanied by warnings against pilfering. These issues come on top of persistent complaints from customers and nearby residents regarding the management and functioning of the pub.
Moreover, Clarkson is currently expanding his horizons in the hospitality sector by attempting to acquire another establishment, The Coach and Horses, located near his Hawkstone Brewery. This new venture aims to restore the 18th-century pub, but it has already drawn concerns from locals, who are apprehensive about increased traffic and potential disruptions to the community. The Cotswold District Council has granted him the necessary licences, allowing for daily alcohol sales, with an investment of £750,000 planned for renovations.
Running a pub in today’s economic climate has posed significant obstacles, not only from operational challenges but also from elevated costs associated with sourcing products domestically. Clarkson himself has alluded to these issues, admitting difficulties in navigating the post-Brexit landscape for staffing and supplies, which compounds the strain on his business efforts.
As Clarkson’s reputation for risky antics carries over into his latest professional pursuits, his endeavours to promote British agriculture and local produce remain core to the pub’s identity. His Hawkstone lager, brewed from barley grown at his own Diddly Squat Farm, has gained popularity, further enhancing his brand’s local ties.
In a rather ironic fashion, the episode surrounding the beer puppeteer might just bolster public interest in The Farmer’s Dog, inviting both enthusiasts and curious observers to experience an eccentric aspect of Clarkson’s innovative yet contentious take on hospitality. 
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