Amazon Fire Stick blamed for £billions lost to piracy through illegal Premier League streams
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Amazon’s Fire Stick streaming device has been thrust into the spotlight following a damning report from Enders Analysis, which claims that the device is facilitating piracy on an "industrial scale". The research highlighted that over half of those in the UK who accessed pirated content on a physical device in 2025 used an Amazon product. This trend raises significant concerns, particularly as the Fire Stick, which connects to televisions and provides access to legal streaming services like Netflix and Amazon Prime, can also be modified to deliver illegal live streams of coveted events such as Premier League football matches. This manipulation not only puts broadcasters at risk but is estimated to cost the industry billions in lost revenue.
The report further asserts that pirated streams have become a prevalent means of viewing premium sports content, with illegal feeds drawing vast audiences, often amplified through social media sharing. This pervasive issue has prompted broadcasters, including Sky and DAZN, to complain vigorously, arguing that such piracy undermines their ability to protect expensive broadcasting rights. Sky has called for urgent action from tech companies like Amazon to enhance cooperation against these illicit activities, stating that the contributions of devices like Fire Sticks to piracy are severely damaging the sector. Nick Herm of Sky articulated this sentiment by stating, “Piracy costs the industry hundreds of millions,” and pressed for more engagement from Amazon to combat the situation.
In an effort to confront the escalating piracy crisis, law enforcement has intensified its focus. Emma Warbey, head of the Police Intellectual Property Crime Unit, noted that the rise of illegal streaming via devices like the Fire Stick has significantly strained police resources. While the primary focus remains on organized crime linked to large-scale resellers, individual users often escape scrutiny. Warbey's office revealed that the devices have become increasingly favoured among criminals for their ability to access pirated content, with estimates suggesting that Fire Sticks account for nearly half of all illegal streaming of Premier League football in the UK. She emphasized the non-victimless nature of piracy, which facilitates funding for serious crimes including fraud and human trafficking, stating, "Those criminals are using that money, your hard-earned money, for lots of different things, usually drugs."
Moreover, the collaborative efforts between law enforcement and digital rights holders to combat piracy have shown some promise. In a recent operation, the Police Intellectual Property Crime Unit, alongside the Federation Against Copyright Theft and the Premier League, executed strategic actions against illegal streaming services. This initiative saw individuals cautioned or questioned for their involvement in supplying modified Fire Sticks — highlighting the ongoing battle against illegal streams. Recent court cases have led to convictions for those distributing these modified devices, reinforcing the message that participation in the piracy ecosystem could lead to serious legal consequences.
Amidst these challenges, Amazon has defended its commitment to combating piracy, asserting that it is vigilant in efforts to protect intellectual property rights while promoting legal content consumption. The company claims to have implemented changes to the Fire Stick to deter illegal streaming, emphasising that pirated content directly violates its policies and endangers customer security and privacy.
As this situation continues to unfold, experts suggest that the current environment necessitates a revisitation of existing infrastructure and licensing practices, especially among major tech platforms. With digital piracy on the rise, the collaboration between tech giants and law enforcement will remain crucial in safeguarding the interests of legitimate broadcasters and content creators.
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