Vegetable sculptures mix political satire and pop culture at Lambeth Country Show
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The Lambeth Country Show, a vibrant two-day event in London's Brockwell Park, showcased an eclectic mix of creativity and cultural commentary this weekend. Among the highlights were vegetable sculptures of notable figures like Donald Trump and Dolly Parton, as well as a whimsical piece titled "Cornclave," which cleverly referenced the recent papal election. This year’s event brought a blend of rural charm to an urban setting, reaffirming its status as a beloved annual tradition.
In addition to quirky vegetable artistry, the show featured classic country fair attractions such as sheep-shearing, livestock competitions, and an array of music performances. Attendees were particularly drawn to the vegetable sculpture contest, renowned for its wit and inventiveness. Among the most talked-about entries were representations of the Irish rap trio Kneecap in potato form, a "Cauli Parton" figure inspired by Dolly Parton in a tableau called "9 to Chive," and a vegetable likeness of Liverpool football star Mohamed Salah named "Mo Salad." Animated characters Wallace and Gromit were also immortalised in butternut squash, further showcasing the event's creative spirit.
Political satire was an underlying theme as well, with entries reflecting local issues. For instance, actor Mark Rylance was playfully turned into "Mark Rylunch," complete with an apple-carved head and satirical signs calling him a Nimby, highlighting community tensions surrounding large events in Brockwell Park. This commentary resonated with many attendees. Maddy Luxon, a regular at the show, expressed her enthusiasm: “Every year, this is what we get excited about—the vegetable sculptures. It’s just so unique and witty, and we love the political ones.” Marek Szandrowski added, “And the puns—definitely the vegetable puns!”
This year saw a significant turnout, reflecting the show’s ongoing appeal. The vegetable sculpture competition not only encourages creativity but also fosters community engagement, with visitors eagerly voting for their favourite entries. Participants young and old had opportunities to join in, as the event included workshops such as a vegetable sculpture class led by two-time competition winner Florence Creffield.
The Lambeth Country Show continues to be a remarkable fusion of tradition and modernity, encapsulating the vibrancy of the local community while inviting broader reflections on both cultural and political landscapes. As local councils increasingly seek to host large events to boost revenue, the show stands as a testament to the fun and ingenuity that can flourish in public spaces, even amidst differing opinions on community impact.
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