Lifeyear raises €2.8 million to fast-track NHS digital cardiac care amid soaring waiting lists
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Lifeyear, a UK-Estonian healthtech start-up, has successfully raised €2.8 million to support the launch and expansion of its remote patient management platform aimed at delivering digital cardiovascular care at home. This funding comes at a critical time as cardiovascular disease (CVD) prevalence is expected to rise sharply, with UK cardiac waiting lists currently exceeding 418,000 people. Lifeyear's platform addresses these urgent healthcare challenges by enabling patients to receive personalised heart care remotely, reducing the need for face-to-face hospital visits and mitigating long wait times.
The funds will accelerate the deployment of Lifeyear’s digital cardiac care system across selected NHS hospitals, GP practices, and virtual wards within the UK. Using these deployments, the company plans to refine the technology and build real-world evidence of its clinical effectiveness, while ensuring full compliance with NHS standards such as the Digital Technology Assessment Criteria. This strategic approach aims to prepare the platform for wide-scale adoption within the UK's healthcare infrastructure.
Lifeyear benefits from a unique blend of clinical and technological expertise. Its co-founder and Chief Medical Officer, Dr Eleanor Wicks, brings over two decades of clinical experience from leading NHS trusts including Barts Health and Oxford University Hospitals. Alongside her, co-founders Siim Saare (CEO) and Timo Mitt (CTO) contribute a strong background in cutting-edge technology development from Estonia’s renowned digital health ecosystem. Lifeyear’s solution offers distinct advantages: it improves patient access to care with smartphone-enabled monitoring and facilitates clinicians' work by simplifying remote monitoring and medication management, thus allowing more focused care delivery.
The company’s recent funding round, which includes €1.5 million from the Estonian government in deep tech grants and €1.3 million from venture capital investors such as Verge HealthTech Fund and Tilia Impact Ventures, signals strong investor confidence in its potential to transform cardiovascular care within the NHS. Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust has also become a shareholder in Lifeyear following the company’s participation in TheHill’s NHS Market Access Accelerator, a programme designed to support healthtech firms in navigating and scaling within NHS frameworks. Representatives from OUH have praised Lifeyear’s alignment with innovative, patient-centred care models and emphasised the value of NHS partnerships in driving healthtech success.
In the wider healthtech ecosystem, digital solutions for cardiovascular disease remain a key focus despite a notable decline in venture funding dedicated to the sector—from $3.8 billion in 2022 to $2.1 billion in 2023. Cardiovascular health technologies still represent one of the top five funded therapeutic areas within digital health, highlighting ongoing interest in innovations such as mobile applications, artificial intelligence, and remote monitoring devices to improve cardiac outcomes. This context underscores Lifeyear’s timely entrance into a vital area of healthcare innovation.
Other European startups like Madrid-based IDOVEN, which has recently raised €2 million to develop AI-powered cardiology diagnostics, reveal a competitive and fast-evolving healthtech landscape focusing on cardiovascular disease. Meanwhile, the UK government continues to bolster innovation through grant programmes such as Innovate UK’s Biomedical Catalyst and Smart Grants, which provide significant funding support for pioneering health and healthcare projects. Lifeyear’s intention to pursue further UK grant funding and seed investment rounds fits within this broader climate of governmental support.
Looking ahead, Lifeyear plans clinical pilots later this year at Oxford University Hospitals and in collaboration with Cardiomyopathy UK charity. This step will not only validate the platform’s clinical benefit but also enhance its integration within the NHS. As the UK government prepares its forthcoming 10-Year Health Plan, which emphasises increased digitalisation and efficiency in healthcare delivery, Lifeyear aims to establish itself as a key player in transforming cardiovascular care by deploying scalable, technology-driven solutions.
In sum, Lifeyear’s recent funding milestone marks a strategic advance positioned at the intersection of rising cardiovascular disease burden, increasing digital health adoption, and growing NHS demand for scalable remote care solutions. The start-up’s dual-national expertise, robust NHS partnerships, and clear focus on digital cardiovascular care differentiate it as a promising innovator seeking to reduce the global impact of heart disease through accessible, technology-enabled care.
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