Brunel leads new UK university alliance ResearchPlus to boost research impact
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Brunel University of London has joined forces with nine other leading UK research-focused universities to form a new strategic partnership called ResearchPlus. This alliance aims to amplify the collective voice and impact of research-intensive institutions that play a critical role in the UK's research and innovation ecosystem, as well as in delivering research-informed education and advanced skills training. The partnership’s overarching goal is to boost the strength of the UK’s research and innovation base to support economic growth, prosperity, and societal wellbeing across the country.
ResearchPlus is designed to foster strategic collaboration and proactive engagement with government, business, and civil society. It seeks to complement existing sector bodies rather than compete with them. The constituent universities trace their origins back to government and industrial initiatives focused on economic and social development through research, technology advancement, educational opportunity, and skills provision. Today, these institutions remain dedicated to those founding missions and are deemed essential partners for delivering the ambitions of the UK’s Industrial Strategy across its key high-growth sectors.
Brunel’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Andrew Jones, highlighted the challenge that many research-focused universities currently operate outside formal mission groups, hampering their collective contribution to addressing complex research and innovation challenges. He stressed that ResearchPlus offers a platform for universities with globally recognised expertise and specialist research teams to make a stronger unified impact on policy debates and public goals related to research innovation and advanced education.
The initial cohort of ResearchPlus includes, alongside Brunel, City, St George’s, University of London; Keele University; Royal Holloway, University of London; SOAS, University of London; University of Essex; University of Hull; The Open University; University of Sussex; and Ulster University. This group plans to expand to other leading research-focused universities to further enhance its collective influence. A programme of collaborative work and engagement will be developed in the coming months, with a formal parliamentary launch scheduled for the autumn.
The partnership has been welcomed by the UK government’s Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology, who described ResearchPlus as an exciting opportunity to harness the country’s top university talent to tackle pressing challenges and accelerate innovation. He emphasised the importance of breaking down barriers between universities, industry, and government to foster economic growth aligned with the Government’s Plan for Change.
ResearchPlus reflects a broader trend of strategic university partnerships both within the UK and internationally, aimed at enhancing research capabilities and impact. For instance, UK research councils maintain formal strategic partnerships with select universities to strengthen research in specific disciplines like engineering, physical sciences, and biosciences. Internationally, initiatives such as the PLuS Alliance and collaborations between UK institutions and universities in the US, Canada, China, and Australia focus on addressing global challenges through research and education.
In this context, ResearchPlus represents a significant effort by a group of UK universities to assert a distinct and collaborative identity that can drive innovation, support industrial and business ecosystems, and contribute to public and community life across the UK.
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