Morgan Sindall named best main contractor for life sciences projects at inaugural awards
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Morgan Sindall Construction was named Best Main Contractor at the inaugural Construction News Life Sciences Awards, held in London, recognising the contractor’s outstanding delivery of major life sciences projects for prominent clients. Judges commended Morgan Sindall for its commitment to enhancing original designs and embedding sustainability throughout its projects. The firm was shortlisted alongside Mace, underscoring the highly competitive nature of the sector. This award highlights Morgan Sindall’s growing reputation for handling complex public sector work and specialised life sciences schemes, reinforced by its active role across education, health, and innovation campuses in the UK, often securing repeat contracts through established frameworks.
The awards ceremony, hosted in partnership with Property Week, celebrated excellence across the life sciences sector, with categories spanning development, design, and project delivery. The event attracted leading professionals from architecture, engineering, construction, and real estate, reflecting the breadth of expertise driving progress in this field. Alongside Morgan Sindall’s recognition, NBBJ was honoured as Best Architecture Practice for its innovative life sciences design, while Reef + Partners took home Best Developer and Best New Campus Development awards for its Tribeca scheme. Sheppard Robson’s TTP Campus won Project of the Year, further illustrating the calibre of life sciences infrastructure currently being realised.
The Paterson Building at The Christie, delivered jointly by IHP and VINCI Building, received the award for Best New Building as well as accolades for Social Value and Community Impact, spotlighting how contemporary projects are prioritising broader societal benefits. Other awards went to Buro Happold as Best Engineering Consultancy, J Coffey Construction as Best Specialist Contractor, and Pioneer Group for Innovative Workplace Design. The ceremony highlighted a resilient life sciences sector that continues to grow despite wider economic uncertainties, driven by rising demand for high-quality laboratory and research facilities and significant investment in cutting-edge infrastructure.
This recognition comes amid a period when the life sciences industry is increasingly pivotal to economic development and innovation. Alongside construction and infrastructure achievements, advancements in technology and research tools continue to transform the field. For example, specialized awards in the wider life sciences industry have acknowledged innovations such as automated cell counters and AI-driven cell analysis tools, reflecting a parallel surge in technological progress supporting life sciences research. 
Similarly, the broader ecosystem around life sciences is dynamic, with emerging companies like TrilliumBiO earning acclaim for revolutionary screening assays and integrated medical record systems, demonstrating how innovation permeates both physical infrastructure and scientific processes. Moreover, sustainability remains a critical focus across laboratory operations, with recognitions given to eco-friendly lab products, sustainable suppliers, and organisations implementing impactful waste reduction and energy efficiency measures.
This environment of rapid development and innovation reinforces the significance of awards such as the Life Sciences Awards, which not only celebrate outstanding construction achievements but also spotlight the interconnected advances across design, technology, and sustainability shaping the future of life sciences.
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