Green Plant Academy opens in Earls Court to train workforce on zero-emission construction vehicles
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A pioneering training facility dedicated to zero-emission construction vehicles has opened in west London, marking a significant step towards addressing both the city's skills shortage in green construction and its ambitious environmental goals. The Green Plant Academy, situated on the future redevelopment site of Earls Court, is the first centre of its kind in the capital, designed explicitly to equip workers with the expertise needed to operate electric and hybrid construction machinery, such as excavators and rollers that produce no tailpipe emissions.
Developed through a collaboration between Transport for London’s property arm, Places for London, The Skills Centre, and the Earls Court Development Company—with backing from key industry players including Sunbelt Rentals, JCB, L Lynch, the Construction Industry Training Board (CITB), FM Conway, and the National Open College Network—the academy offers fully funded, recognised training. This hands-on learning environment enables trainees to operate live cutting-edge low-carbon construction equipment, thus preparing a workforce ready to meet the demands of an evolving sector focused on sustainability.
The timing of the academy’s launch coincides with London Climate Action Week, a significant festival running from 21 to 29 June that convenes thousands of organisations and individuals to accelerate global and local climate action. This event not only highlights the urgency of climate initiatives but also underscores London’s leadership role in environmental responsibility. Through offering specialist training during this week, the academy aims to bolster the city’s transition to net zero and ensure a robust pipeline of skilled operatives ready to contribute to upcoming infrastructure and housing projects.
The demand for construction skills in the UK is expanding rapidly; forecasts by the CITB predict a need for an additional 251,500 workers nationwide by 2028. London alone is expected to require approximately 6,200 plant operatives by 2027, driven largely by the city’s ambitious housing pipeline and infrastructure plans. The Green Plant Academy is woven into this wider development framework, supporting the Earls Court masterplan which envisions 4,000 new homes and 12,000 jobs, serving communities across Kensington and Chelsea, Hammersmith and Fulham, and Westminster.
According to Laura Miller, construction skills manager at Places for London, the academy is integral for preparing Londoners to undertake sustainable construction careers and assist developers in meeting stringent environmental targets. Similarly, Rebekah Paczek, director of public affairs at the Earls Court Development Company, described the facility as a “major step forward” in cultivating the green workforce necessary for sustained regeneration efforts.
The development aligns with broader city strategies such as London’s Inclusive Talent Strategy and the London Growth Plan, which seek to revitalise adult education and maximise economic opportunities in the green economy. Courses at the academy, delivered in partnership with NOCN and CITB, represent a deliberate effort to integrate vocational training with the capital’s climate and economic objectives.
London Climate Action Week itself serves as a larger platform where various climate-focused initiatives and discussions take place. For instance, alongside the academy’s opening, numerous events are hosted by academic and industry bodies, addressing topics such as sustainable finance, climate risk disclosure, and transparency in consumer sustainability claims. These discussions emphasize the importance of comprehensive approaches to build trust in green credentials and scale up investments aligned with net-zero goals.
Moreover, high-profile interventions during the week, including those by Prince William at a roundtable event, spotlight the critical role Indigenous Peoples and local communities play in global conservation efforts and climate change mitigation. This reinforces the multifaceted nature of climate action, where workforce development and skill-building intersect with broader social and environmental strategies.
The Green Plant Academy’s establishment within this rich context of policy, education, and activism marks a practical advancement in equipping London’s workforce with the skills needed for a sustainable future. By providing training on zero-emission machinery and connecting with key climate initiatives during London Climate Action Week, it highlights how targeted local actions contribute to national and global sustainability ambitions.
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