Aitch Group accelerates delivery of 437-bedroom YourTRIBE student housing in Walthamstow with 35% affordable beds
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Aitch Group is advancing the delivery of the St James purpose-built student accommodation (PBSA) development in Walthamstow, east London, on behalf of their sister company and PBSA operator, YourTRIBE. Groundworks are well underway in collaboration with Foundation Developments for this significant project, which aims to provide 437 student bedrooms in a variety of unit types designed to support student wellbeing and diverse needs. Notably, 35% of the bed spaces are designated as affordable, illustrating a commitment to accessibility within the scheme.
The development promises an array of amenities to enrich the student living experience. These will include entrance breakout spaces, communal amenity areas, socialising zones such as a games room, creative working environments, and practical facilities like a laundry room. Aitch Group, leveraging its expertise, is executing the project reflecting the vision set by YourTRIBE, known for its contemporary, design-led student residences across London that emphasise vibrant communities and premium, sustainable living.
The site redevelopment spans 80, 85, and 86 Brunner Road, with a design led by Carey Jones Chapman Tolcher (CJCT). The team engaged extensively with local planning authorities from the London Borough of Waltham Forest and the Design Review Panel (DRP) to ensure the proposals align with broader community and environmental goals. Integral to the plan is the creation of a landscaped public square covering 477 square metres. This green space will feature a combination of hard and soft landscaping, including trees, flowerbeds, cycle racks, and footpaths, aimed at benefiting not just residents but also neighbours and visitors.
Financial backing plays a crucial role in the scheme’s progression. Earlier this year, YourTRIBE secured development loans totalling £114 million from Maslow Capital. This funding supports the delivery of two premium PBSA schemes: the St James development and Ravensbourne Wharf in Greenwich. Specifically, the Walthamstow project includes 224 student beds complemented by 5,300 square feet of commercial space, with practical completion expected in time for the 2026 academic year. 
YourTRIBE’s vision for St James Street not only focuses on student accommodation but also on enhancing the local area by improving pedestrian and cycle routes and augmenting streetscapes. The aim is to integrate the student community smoothly within the neighbourhood, fostering connectivity and community engagement. This approach is mirrored in other local planning approvals for the site, which contemplate mixed-use developments featuring student housing around communal courtyards and additional commercial spaces.
The St James project sits within a broader strategic collaboration between Aitch Group and YourTRIBE. This partnership combines over 25 years of property development experience with YourTRIBE’s innovative student housing approach. Together, they plan to deliver more than 3,500 student beds across nine London sites, contributing significantly to the capital’s growing PBSA sector and setting new standards for immersive student lifestyles.
With its careful planning, substantial funding, community-oriented design, and significant scale, the St James scheme represents a key development in supporting the growing student population in Waltham Forest while contributing positively to the local urban environment.
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