Hill Dickinson bolsters London marine and commodities team with return of top partner Andrew Meads

[image: ]
International law firm Hill Dickinson has reinforced its marine and commodities practice in the City of London with the return of Andrew Meads as a partner, underscoring the firm’s strategic focus on expanding its presence in this competitive sector. Meads brings nearly 30 years of seasoned expertise across a wide array of commodities such as agricultural products, edible oils, crude oil, petroleum derivatives, and metals. His client base includes a diverse range of major multinational producers, trading houses, financial institutions, mining companies, boutique traders, and oil majors.
Having rejoined Hill Dickinson from Reed Smith, where he notably chaired the Energy & Natural Resources Industry Group and earned consistent recognition in leading legal directories such as Chambers UK and The Legal 500, Meads is well regarded for both transactional work and international arbitration. He has represented clients before prominent arbitral institutions like the London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA) and the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC). His credentials and sustained recognition, including a Band 2 ranking by Chambers UK for Commodities: Physicals for fourteen consecutive years, attest to his standing in the industry.
Meads was originally a partner at Hill Dickinson for over five years before moving to Reed Smith in 2014, where his expertise further solidified Reed Smith’s market-leading position in energy and commodities legal work. His focused knowledge encompasses commodity contracts, trade finance structures, shipping contracts, and dispute resolution through arbitration and the High Court.
This strategic hire follows Hill Dickinson’s recent addition of Veronika Koroleva, who joined as head of trade finance, bringing significant specialised knowledge in trade, commodity, and receivables finance along with broader cross-border debt finance transactions. These appointments are part of a broader expansion strategy: in 2024, Hill Dickinson welcomed 12 lateral partners, saw seven more join in early 2025, and promoted four legal directors to partner, emphasising the firm’s dual approach of external recruitment and internal talent development.
The firm’s head of Marine and Trade, Tony Goldsmith, highlighted the global stature of Hill Dickinson’s maritime practice, which boasts over 120 specialist lawyers worldwide. He emphasised that Meads’ appointment "reflects the quality and merit of the services the marine team provides to its clients and highlights the strides we continue to make in London’s competitive legal market." Paul Taylor, commodities partner, echoed these sentiments, underscoring that Meads’ extensive knowledge in international trade, particularly in energy and natural resources, further strengthens the firm’s client offerings.
Reflecting on his return, Meads expressed excitement about working alongside both new and former colleagues who are leaders in their fields. He noted that Hill Dickinson’s international maritime presence offers "an exciting opportunity to work with the global commodities team in making the future more certain for clients at a time of heightened geopolitical turbulence," signalling awareness of the complex and dynamic nature of today’s global trade environment.
Hill Dickinson’s recent hires and promotions extend beyond commodities and maritime law. For example, in early 2025, the firm also bolstered its Manchester office with Mark Gaffney, a seasoned real estate partner specialising in property development and regeneration, and added Mark Johnson as a corporate commercial partner in London, an expert in maritime commercial matters. These moves reflect the firm’s holistic growth strategy across key practice areas, aiming to deliver comprehensive legal services to a broad client base.
Overall, Andrew Meads’ return to Hill Dickinson marks a significant reinforcement of the firm’s marine and commodities practice, bolstering its capability to serve clients through a blend of deep sectoral expertise, international arbitration experience, and a growing, multidisciplinary team amid an evolving global trade landscape.
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