Seb Coe warns of fierce global rivalry as UK bids to host 2029 World Athletics Championships
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Seb Coe has highlighted the intense competition Great Britain faces in its bid to host the 2029 World Athletics Championships, with several major cities across different continents also pursuing the opportunity. Athletic Ventures, a collaboration between UK Athletics, the Great Run Company, and London Marathon Events, formally announced the UK's intentions this past weekend, supported by Prime Minister Keir Starmer, who described the potential hosting as "a moment of great national pride."
In his capacity as President of World Athletics, Coe emphasised London's strong credentials for hosting the event, including its passionate athletics community and proven track record. The 2012 Olympic Stadium, which successfully staged the 2017 World Athletics Championships, stands ready to welcome athletes once again. Despite these strengths, Coe acknowledged that the competition is fierce, signalling a more strategic and proactive bidding approach from World Athletics that looks beyond traditional applications to target key markets globally.
The UK Government confirmed its backing for both the World Athletics Championships and the World Para Athletics Championships in 2029. The proposed plan places the World Athletics Championships at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park's London Stadium, while the Para Athletics Championships would be held in a different UK city, spreading economic and social benefits across the country. This governmental support includes a pledge to match significant funding from partners aimed at ensuring the successful delivery of these prestigious events.
A comprehensive feasibility study led by Athletic Ventures found that staging the World Championships in London could generate an economic impact exceeding £400 million, a figure that underscores the event’s promise as a major boost to local businesses and jobs. The bid, however, hinges on securing around £45 million in government funding, a commitment actively sought by UK Athletics and other stakeholders. Over 100 prominent British athletes, including Olympic champions such as Sir Mo Farah and Keely Hodgkinson, have urged Prime Minister Starmer to confirm this support, underscoring the event's potential to inspire future generations and unite communities.
UK Athletics CEO Jack Buckner expressed gratitude for governmental backing, highlighting the dual benefits of hosting the championships—both as a platform for elite athletic performance and as a catalyst for widespread participation and engagement in the sport throughout the UK. Jon Ridgeon, CEO of World Athletics, highlighted the increasing demand for hosting the World Championships worldwide, noting bids from multiple continents, which illustrates the event’s growing global significance.
Seb Coe, who is stepping down from the World Athletics presidency in 2027, has been instrumental in advancing the UK’s bid. Beyond athletics, he is also involved in major sporting infrastructure projects, such as assisting Manchester United with plans for a new stadium at Old Trafford. His legacy in British sport is considerable, having won Olympic gold twice and led the successful organisation of the 2012 London Olympics.
As the decision on the 2029 World Athletics Championships host city approaches by the end of next year, all eyes remain on London and its rivals. The event’s return to the UK promises not just a showcase of athletic excellence but a significant cultural and economic milestone for the nation, provided the critical backing and funding commitments are fully secured.
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