Afua Kyei leads Powerlist 2026, spotlighting the rise of Black leaders across the UK
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The Powerlist 2026 has once again highlighted the remarkable achievements and influence of Black individuals across the UK, celebrating those of African, African Caribbean, and African American heritage who have made significant contributions in diverse sectors. Leading this prestigious list is Afua Kyei, the Chief Financial Officer and Executive Director of the Bank of England. As one of the most senior finance leaders in the country, Kyei oversees the financial governance of the Bank’s £1 trillion balance sheet, managing reforms and national infrastructure upgrades critical for payments systems. She is also a prominent advocate for diversity, equity, and climate disclosure, making her recognition on the Powerlist particularly notable for representing public sector leadership in financial services.
Kyei remarked on the significance of her top ranking, expressing humility and a sense of responsibility. She emphasised that the accolade is less about personal success and more about enhancing representation and visibility for aspiring talent. “When young people see themselves reflected in spaces where they may not have imagined belonging, it changes what they believe is achievable,” she told The Mirror. Her rise embodies the leadership, resilience, and vision that the Powerlist organisers aim to honour, illustrating the expanding opportunities for Black professionals in traditionally exclusive industries.
Following Kyei, the list features Ian Wright in second place. The former England and Arsenal footballer has successfully transitioned into a sports broadcaster and is a vocal advocate for equity in sports, amplifying important conversations about inclusion and diversity. Among the other top figures are global beauty entrepreneur Dame Pat McGrath, founder of the billion-pound Pat McGrath Labs; entrepreneur and Dragon’s Den investor Steven Bartlett; acclaimed actor and philanthropist Idris Elba OBE; and business leaders such as Emma Grede, CEO of Good American and founding partner of SKIMS, and Ije Nwokorie, CEO of Dr Martens. This carefully curated top ten showcases a dynamic blend of talents who are shaping industries from finance and fashion to media and sports.
Marking its 20th anniversary, the Powerlist remains a vital platform for recognising Black excellence and dismantling barriers. Michael Eboda, CEO of Powerful Media Ltd, the organisation behind the list, highlighted the transformational impact the Powerlist has had since its inception. He noted that it has created visibility, shifted societal perceptions, and most importantly, inspired young Black people by demonstrating that their ambitions are limitless. The annual celebration was held at The Grosvenor House Hotel in London, co-hosted by Jeanette Kwakye MBE and Tim Campbell MBE, amplifying the event’s prestige.
Afua Kyei’s broader career adds further depth to her recognition. Since her appointment as CFO in 2019, she became the first Black senior executive in the Bank of England’s 329-year history. Her leadership extends beyond financial strategy to championing diversity and inclusion initiatives both within the Bank and in the wider community. She has been acknowledged for her work with awards such as CFO of the Year at the Women in Finance Awards UK, and more recently, the Freedom of the City of London. As a mentor and co-executive sponsor for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI), Kyei actively engages with various businesses, charities, and educational institutions to promote progress in these critical areas.
The Powerlist 2026 also demonstrates the thriving presence of Black talent across multiple sectors in the UK. For instance, in the arts and culture realms, individuals such as interior designer Alex Dauley, fashion designer Grace Wales Bonner, and photographer Misan Harriman exemplify the vibrant creativity and influence of Black professionals. In business, leaders like Adejoke Bakare, CEO of Chishuru, and Justin Onuekwusi, CIO of St. James’s Place, underscore the entrepreneurial spirit driving innovation and economic growth. The list additionally recognises contributors to media, law, public service, and science, providing a comprehensive portrayal of Black excellence that transcends industries.
Ultimately, the Powerlist serves as a beacon of inspiration, shining a light on those who break down barriers and redefine success. It reminds the public that achievement knows no bounds, and that representation matters profoundly in cultivating a more inclusive society. For many, the annual ceremony is more than a celebration—it is a call to action to continue expanding opportunities and challenging the status quo, ensuring future generations can envision themselves in roles of power and influence.
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