US stock futures stabilise amid rising oil prices and Iran tensions
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US stock futures were little changed early on Friday even as oil prices stayed elevated, leaving traders to weigh a fragile sense of calm in equities against persistent supply fears in energy markets. Reuters reported that S&P 500 futures were fractionally higher, while Nasdaq futures dipped slightly and Dow futures edged up, suggesting a subdued start to the final session of the week. (investing.com)
The steadier tone in equities comes despite the ongoing strain in US-Iran relations, with talks still stuck and the Strait of Hormuz remaining shut, according to Reuters and other reports. Oil was firmer on Friday, with Brent around $111.59 a barrel and West Texas Intermediate near $105.46, as traders continued to price in the risk of a prolonged disruption to flows through the key waterway. Reuters also said the market was watching for signs that Tehran could send a revised proposal, while President Donald Trump has tried to reassure investors that discussions are advancing behind the scenes. (economictimes.indiatimes.com)
Higher energy prices are adding to the pressure on households and complicating the inflation outlook, even as equities attempt to hold on to recent gains. Reuters said the S&P 500 remained on course for a fifth straight weekly rise, a reminder that investors are still willing to look through the geopolitical shock for now. (economictimes.indiatimes.com)
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