Best UK MRV Alternatives for Shipowners Ahead of the UK ETS Transition
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Shippers and shipowners are reassessing compliance as the UK’s MRV regime is withdrawn, prompting a shift to the UK ETS from July 2026 , here’s what to do now to keep emissions reporting tidy, avoid gaps and prepare for the new carbon trading rules.
Key change: UK MRV regulations withdrawn effective 1 April 2026; MRV no longer applies as a standalone regime. 
Short-term duty: Verify 2025 MRV emissions data under MIN 669 and submit partial 2026 data (1 Jan–2 Apr 2026) if applicable; collect RY 2026 data through 2 April. 
Prepare for UK ETS: From 1 July 2026 operators must monitor, report, verify and surrender allowances under the UK ETS , build a UK ETS monitoring plan now. 
Practical note: If a ship was newly in scope during RY 2026, a UK MRV monitoring plan must be developed and assessed for data up to 2 April 2026. 
Operational tip: Use accredited verifiers and established portals (eg, Emissions Verifier for LR clients) to submit verified data by the end of May 2026.
Why the MRV rules were withdrawn , and what it feels like at sea
The UK decided to revoke the retained EU MRV regulations after a review in 2025 concluded the regime hadn’t met its policy goals and risked duplicating obligations. That’s significant for operators because the MRV regime was the familiar framework for monitoring CO2 emissions , it had a pragmatic, technical feel: monitoring plans, continuous fuel and distance records, and third‑party verification. Now that tidy structure is being dismantled, but not abandoned entirely , data collection and verification continue, just under a different headline.
The immediate housekeeping: what to do for Reporting Year 2025 and early 2026
You can’t simply pack away your monitoring spreadsheets. All pending 2025 MRV emissions data still needs verification under MIN 669, and any monitoring plans tied to RY 2025 must be assessed. For RY 2026, collect data up to and including 2 April 2026; ships newly in scope must have a monitoring plan developed and assessed for that period, and updates to existing plans that affect RY 2026 verification also need assessing. In practice, that means lining up an accredited MRV verifier now and preparing partial submissions for verification.
How the UK ETS replaces MRV responsibilities , similar work, different purpose
From 1 July 2026 the maritime sector joins the UK ETS, which is a carbon pricing and trading system rather than a pure reporting instrument. Operators will still monitor, report and verify emissions, but they’ll also surrender allowances. So the operational burden , meters, records, verification , remains similar, but the compliance outcome changes: you’ll be transacting in allowances. That shift turns emissions data into a cost centre, and it’s why getting monitoring plans fit for purpose matters now more than ever.
Practical steps for shipowners and operators , a checklist that actually helps
Start by auditing what MRV work you already have: monitoring plans, fuel and distance logs, verifier contracts and data submission channels. If you expect to be in scope on or after 1 July, draft a UK ETS monitoring plan aligned with ETS rules rather than MRV wording. Book an accredited verifier early , slots will fill as July approaches. For clients using Lloyd’s Register, submit the 1 January–2 April 2026 partial emissions report via Emissions Verifier by the end of May 2026 to avoid bottlenecks.
Risk, cost and a short outlook , what to expect next
Expect a small spike in compliance queries and verification demand as operators switch frameworks. Costs may shift too: MRV was largely about transparency, the ETS adds direct pricing through surrendered allowances. Industry bodies and verifiers will likely publish guidance and templates, so keep an eye on government notices and Min 669 guidance. And remember: accurate, auditable data now will save you from allowance surprises later.
It's a practical pivot rather than a clean break , start preparing monitoring plans for the UK ETS now and keep verification on schedule.
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