Protesters disrupt VE Day commemoration in the House of Lords
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Protesters disrupted a session in the House of Lords on Thursday, 20 March 2024, during a commemoration of the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day. Approximately six demonstrators, situated in the public gallery, interrupted the proceedings while the culture minister, Lady Twycross, was addressing the chamber. The protest featured chants of “Lords out, people in” as the individuals threw yellow leaflets into the room, causing a brief pause in the session.
The leaflets, designed to mimic the aesthetics of a Sex Pistols album cover, contained messages advocating for the abolition of the House of Lords in favour of establishing a “House of the People.” One of the leaflets read: “Never mind the Lords, here’s the House of People”. Additional leaflets called for the removal of “aristocrats & oligarchs” in exchange for the inclusion of “posties, mums, nurses and neighbours”, urging for legislative reform to create a body that better reflects the UK population.
The protest was organised by the group Time to Assemble, which campaigns for the unelected upper chamber to be replaced with a citizens' assembly. Their proposed assembly would be elected through sortition—a method that involves randomly selecting members of the public through a lottery system. Bertie Coyle, a spokesperson for Time to Assemble, explained the group’s vision, stating, “What’s the big idea? For a House of the People to replace the House of Lords. Anyone in the UK can take part. It’s free and open to the public. It’s owned by everyone,” further adding that this assembly would be funded by public donations and aims to represent all societal groups fairly.
The protest momentarily halted proceedings as officials escorted the demonstrators from the chamber. Despite the disruption, one peer noted their disappointment that the protest occurred during a significant debate commemorating VE Day, yet remarked that the chamber would “keep calm and carry on, just as [veterans] would have done.”
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