Scaffolder avoids jail after making death threats against ex-partner
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Shane Hubbard, a 28-year-old scaffolder from Sittingbourne, has been sentenced at Maidstone Crown Court for making threats against his ex-partner, who is also the mother of his two children. Although Hubbard pleaded guilty to three counts of sending communications threatening death or serious harm, he has avoided a custodial sentence. The court proceedings occurred on March 11, 2024.
The abuse was reportedly revealed through a series of alarming messages sent via Facebook Messenger to another woman. These messages, which were not sent directly to his former partner, contained explicit threats, including assertions that he would "torch" and "kill" her. One message read: "I swear I will kill them" and another stated: "When I am off this tag I will torch the lot of them," highlighting the severity of his threats. Prosecutor Elisenda Mitchell noted that these communications were alarming enough to prompt the recipient to inform Hubbard's ex-partner for her safety.
In addition to the current charges, the court was made aware of Hubbard's extensive criminal history, which includes nine previous convictions for 17 offences. His ex-partner provided a witness statement expressing that the messages left her feeling "scared" and compelled her to comply with his demands to protect herself and her family. Judge Philip Statman acknowledged during the proceedings that the threats posed by Hubbard were particularly grave for any woman, creating a dangerous context for the victim.
Hubbard’s legal representative, Sam Glanville, described the messages as "deeply abhorrent," but pointed out that since they were not directed to the ex-partner, Hubbard did not breach his bail conditions. Mr Glanville mentioned that Hubbard, who now resides in Cambridgeshire, is focused on his life with a new partner and work, and referenced a psychological report indicating that his ADHD conditions may have influenced his decision-making abilities. 
At the time of sentencing, Judge Statman took into account Hubbard's mental health issues, ultimately deciding on a 20-month prison sentence, which was suspended for two years due to mitigating factors. The judge ordered Hubbard to complete 40 hours of rehabilitation activities and 80 hours of community service as part of his sentence. Additionally, a five-year restraining order was imposed, preventing Hubbard from contacting his ex-partner.
Judge Statman cautioned Hubbard that any further offenses during the suspension would result in immediate incarceration, indicating the seriousness of his actions and their ongoing implications for his ex-partner. The court scheduling also noted that Hubbard is set to face another trial on March 16, 2026, addressing further allegations against him.
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