Nigel Farage defends Reform UK against NEU's accusations of racism
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Reform UK leader Nigel Farage has launched a robust defence against accusations made by the National Education Union (NEU), which has described the party as "far-Right and racist." This declaration is poised to be a focal point of debate at the NEU's upcoming annual conference, set to take place in Harrogate next month. During the event, members will discuss a motion calling for the education of pupils on the perceived dangers of voting for Reform UK, citing concerns over the party's alleged anti-immigrant platform.
The NEU's motion accuses various groups, including Reform, of scapegoating vulnerable communities such as refugees, asylum seekers, Muslims, and Jews. It references the four million votes that Reform secured in the 2024 general election, attributing this success to an anti-immigrant agenda. The union is advocating for educators to "educate and challenge" students regarding "racist beliefs and far-Right activity," and has called for the development of anti-racist resources for use in schools.
In response to these claims, Farage has staunchly rejected the notion of Reform being labelled as far-Right. Speaking to The Mail on Sunday, he stated, "This is happening up and down the country. Reform is subject to endless propaganda at the hands of teachers. When we are in a position to do so, we will go to war against the teachers’ unions." His sentiments coincide with a recent survey indicating a notable increase in popularity for Reform among the youth, with 30% of 16- and 17-year-olds reportedly willing to vote for the party if the voting age were lowered.
The NEU, led by Daniel Kebede, has further faced criticism for its characterisation of the UK education system and government. Kebede has described the country as a "brutally racist state" and has denounced the national curriculum as a perpetuation of a "Little England, white saviour narrative." The union's forthcoming examination of political neutrality in education has drawn responses from educational analysts. Professor Alan Smithers, director of the centre for education and employment research at Buckingham University, stated, "It is deeply disturbing that members of our largest teachers’ union should want to bring politics into the classroom by linking immigration concerns with racism."
The discussion is not solely focused on Reform; the NEU is also expected to critique the government for engaging with political figures from countries deemed to have racist policies, specifically referencing Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni. Amidst these internal debates, Labour has been accused of yielding to union influence in its Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill.
In a separate but equally contentious matter, Farage has expressed dissatisfaction with his media outlet, GB News, over their coverage of his ongoing conflict with suspended Reform MP Rupert Lowe. Lowe has been critical of Farage's leadership, describing the party as a "protest party" led by a "Messiah." Following this fallout, Reform UK is currently investigating allegations of bullying against Lowe and claims of verbal abuse directed at party chairman Zia Yusuf.
Amid these controversies, a spokesperson for the NEU reinforced the organisation's stance, asserting, "It is vital we take on racist behaviour and language, in schools and in wider society. The NEU makes no apologies for holding that view." The debates and developments surrounding these issues are anticipated to resonate throughout the political landscape in the UK, particularly concerning the education system and party politics moving forward.
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