Police arrest Birmingham man on drug charges in Stratford-upon-Avon raid
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Police in Stratford-upon-Avon took decisive action over the weekend, arresting a 35-year-old man from Birmingham on Class A drug charges. The incident occurred when officers acted on intelligence and conducted a raid on a property in the Tiddington area, where they discovered the suspect in possession of significant quantities of illegal substances, specifically 178 wraps of crack cocaine and 56 wraps of heroin.
The police identified this operation as a suspected case of 'cuckooing', a practice associated with County Lines drug trafficking. This method typically involves organised criminal groups leveraging vulnerable individuals—often those with mental health issues or addiction—to distribute drugs. These groups may use the homes of vulnerable people as operational bases, thereby 'cuckooing' them.
In a post on social media, the officers provided context for their operation, juxtaposing it with the influx of tourists expected in Stratford to enjoy its rich historical and cultural offerings. They noted the typical visitors come to explore Shakespeare's birthplace and Anne Hathaway's cottage. However, they highlighted that the suspect had other intentions—specifically to exploit a local vulnerable individual and to "flood the town with drugs".
The police described the swift action taken to apprehend the individual, stating, "Unfortunately for this gentleman, Stratford SNT, Wellesbourne SNT and Stratford B shift response weren’t impressed with his business proposition and moved fast to put his enterprise into liquidation." Following his arrest, the suspect was charged with multiple offences including possession with intent to supply Class A drugs, as well as possession of Class B cannabis and intentional strangulation.
The police concluded their social media announcement with a tongue-in-cheek reference to the seized drugs, stating, “Now, this isn’t King of Comps so unfortunately you cannot buy a ticket to win these goodies but we couldn’t help showing off our impressive haul.” The individual remains in custody, owing to the serious nature of the charges against him.
Source: Noah Wire Services
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