Charlie Mullins accuses Rishi Sunak of politically motivated OBE revocation attempt
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Charlie Mullins, the multimillionaire founder of Pimlico Plumbers, has accused Prime Minister Rishi Sunak of attempting to strip him of his Order of the British Empire (OBE) in response to his controversial comments. The allegations have surfaced following scrutiny from the Honours Forfeiture Committee, which previously expressed concern over Mullins's remarks potentially undermining the integrity of the honours system.
Mullins initially faced accusations in September 2022, when comments he made led officials to consider recommending that His Majesty revoke his honour. The scrutiny intensified after he made a threatening comment regarding London Mayor Sadiq Khan on social media platform X, formerly known as Twitter, in 2023, which resulted in his suspension from the platform. Despite this, he was informed last week that no action would be taken against him after he agreed to participate in 'gender sensitivity and diversity training'.
Commenting on the situation, Mullins claimed that Sir Keir Starmer, the leader of the Labour Party, has politically motivated intentions behind the effort to revoke his honour. In a statement to the Daily Telegraph, he asserted, "It's definitely politically motivated. I'm being victimised because I left the UK and said I'm not playing the game with them any more. I've also made a big noise that they're driving billionaires and millionaires, hard-working people, out of the country." He emphasised his view that these criticisms of his views have been politically driven.
Moreover, Mullins conveyed frustration with the Labour government, alleging that they are trying to "destroy" anyone who speaks out against their policies. The controversy surrounding Mullins has attracted attention from the leader of Reform UK, who has publicly urged the Labour Party to "leave Charlie alone."
The Forfeiture Committee previously flagged Mullins's comments, including derogatory remarks he made on GB News regarding media personality Carol Vorderman, as well as accusations of making racist jokes at an awards ceremony. He has also faced allegations concerning comments made about transgender individuals in the workplace. In response, Mullins's lawyers argued that the conditions for revoking his OBE had not been satisfied, reinforcing that his comments fell within the bounds of freedom of expression. They further noted that Mullins was experiencing mental health challenges when he made the statements and that he has since apologised.
Mullins was awarded his OBE in the New Year Honours of 2015, during David Cameron's premiership, at a time when he was an active supporter of the Conservative Party, having made a significant financial donation of £22,735 to the party that same year. The ongoing debate surrounding his OBE and his public persona continues to draw attention to the interplay between political criticism, social media conduct, and the honours system in the UK.
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