Polish woman denied bail in Madeleine McCann stalking case
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A 23-year-old Polish woman, Julia Wandel, also known as Julia Wandelt, has been denied bail by a judge at Leicester Crown Court following allegations of stalking the family of missing girl Madeleine McCann. Wandel made a brief bail application that was unsuccessful during a court session on Friday. Judge Timothy Spencer KC declared that specifics of the bail application cannot be disclosed, with a plea and trial preparation hearing scheduled for April 22 at the same court.
Wandel, who hails from Lubin in south-west Poland, did not appear in person at the hearing but participated via video link from prison. She faces multiple allegations of stalking Kate and Gerry McCann, alongside their children, Sean and Amelie, between January 3 and February 15. The allegations specify her attendance at the McCann family home in Leicestershire on two occasions: May 2 and December 7 of the previous year. 
Additionally, Wandel is accused of sending a series of communications to the family, which reportedly include letters, phone calls, voicemails, and WhatsApp messages directed towards Kate and Gerry McCann. Furthermore, she is alleged to have sent Instagram messages to Sean and Amelie McCann during the year leading up to the court date, with these actions constituting the four alleged stalking offences. Each charge carries a potential penalty of up to 12 months in custody or an unlimited fine.
In a related development, on the same day, another woman, 60-year-old Karen Spragg from Caerau, Cardiff, is also set to appear at Leicester Magistrates’ Court on charges pertaining to the stalking of the McCann family. Spragg faces one count of stalking that allegedly caused serious alarm or distress between May 3, 2024, and February 21, 2025. Both women were arrested at Bristol Airport, connecting their cases through this ongoing investigation.
The disappearance of Madeleine McCann, who was just three years old when she vanished from Praia da Luz in Portugal during a family holiday in May 2007, remains a high-profile case that has puzzled investigators for over 16 years. The ongoing coverage and investigation into her case have drawn significant attention both in the UK and internationally.
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