Newborn baby found dead in shopping bag in Notting Hill
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A tragic incident unfolded last week in Notting Hill, West London, where the body of a newborn baby boy was discovered in a black Marks & Spencer shopping bag outside All Saints Church. Metropolitan Police received the call at 12:46pm on Tuesday, March 25, when a council refuse worker made the grim find.
Upon arrival, police and paramedics pronounced the baby dead at the scene. The shopping bag was notably marked with images of avocados, prompting investigators to focus their efforts on locating the mother of the infant. Subsequently, the Metropolitan Police launched a public appeal for the mother to come forward, emphasising her welfare given the circumstances.
In the days following the tragic discovery, a woman in her 30s was arrested on Saturday on suspicion of concealing a birth, neglect, and infanticide. The woman, whose identity has not been disclosed for legal reasons, was taken to a nearby hospital for medical treatment where she remained as of the latest reports.
Superintendent Owen Renowden, who oversees policing for Kensington and Chelsea, expressed that the investigation is ongoing, describing it as “fast-paced” with officers working diligently to understand the events leading to the baby's death. He stated, “We believe that the woman is the baby’s mother and I am reassured that she is receiving the support she needs, while officers continue their work to understand what took place.”
Community members have reacted with shock and sadness to the news. Marcia Haynes, deputy warden at All Saints Church, noted the incident was unprecedented in her long tenure. She recounted the moment she saw police inundating the church after the discovery, saying, “I think they thought the mother may have been in here. It’s such a shock.” Haynes further mentioned she had let police officers search the church premises, as they looked for any sign of the mother.
The investigation has prompted concerns within the local community. Superintendent Renowden acknowledged these sentiments, urging the public not to speculate about the circumstances surrounding the incident. He reassured the community that their priority is ensuring the welfare of all involved while thoroughly exploring all lines of inquiry.
In a televised press conference, Superintendent Renowden directly addressed the baby's mother, expressing concern for her well-being and urging her to seek medical assistance, highlighting the challenges she might be facing after giving birth. 
In the aftermath of the discovery, floral tributes and messages of sympathy have emerged at the location, reflecting the community's collective sorrow for the tragic loss of life. The police are appealing for anyone with further information to come forward, as they prepare for a forensic post-mortem examination scheduled for later this week to ascertain the cause of the baby’s death.
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