Search continues for missing girl last seen paddling in River Thames
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An 11-year-old girl is currently missing after she was seen paddling in the River Thames near Barge House Causeway, close to London City Airport, at approximately 13:15 BST on Monday. According to reports from residents in the area, the girl had been enjoying a day off from school, playing in the water alongside two other children, one of whom was a young boy.
Kerry Benadjaoud, a local resident, told the Press Association that she discovered several personal items near the river, including shoes, a sock, a coat, and a mobile phone, which she subsequently handed over to the police. In response to the situation, the Metropolitan Police initiated a "large-scale response" involving various emergency services, including HM Coastguard, the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI), and the London Fire Brigade (LFB). Search efforts, which included boats and helicopters, were deployed on the river.
Residents described witnessing the events unfold. Ms. Benadjaoud recounted a heart-wrenching comment from the young boy who had been playing with the missing girl, stating, "I tried to hold her hand but it slipped." She expressed concern for the boy’s wellbeing and suggested that he should speak to someone to help him process the trauma of the incident.
Another local, Shaleen Rajaendram, recounted hearing a man screaming from a balcony nearby, saying 'wait there, wait, the police is coming,' as he tried to assist the children who were in distress. Ms. Rajaendram later conversed with the children, who had emerged from the nearby bridge, and learned that the girl had gone underwater and could not be found.
The Barge House Causeway, where the incident occurred, is a concrete slope leading directly into the River Thames and is commonly used for transporting boats. Several residents noted that the slope was slippery, covered with moss, which may have contributed to the girl's fall into the water.
Although the emergency services initially launched an extensive search effort, they were later stood down, suggesting that no new leads had emerged in the quest for the missing child. The situation continues to unfold as authorities work to locate the girl and gather more information from witnesses.
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