Coin collectors urged to seek rare 2009 Blue Peter 50p coin
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Britain's coin collectors are being encouraged to keep a keen eye on their spare change for a particularly rare item: the 2009 Blue Peter athletics 50p coin. According to CoinCollectingWizard, a specialist in collectable coins, this coin has gained significant value and is currently worth around £250, with expectations that this figure will continue to rise.
The 2009 Blue Peter athletics 50p is considered one of the rarest currencies in circulation due to its limited production. Approximately only 200,000 of these coins were minted, and most were removed from circulation as they were issued in special presentation packs. As a result, if someone happens to find one in their change, it indicates that it has been previously spent by an individual, enhancing its rarity.
The design of the coin comes from a unique source; it was created by nine-year-old Florence Jackson, who triumphed in a design competition on the popular children's television show Blue Peter in 2009. CoinCollectingWizard noted that Jackson's design for the coin was later used in the 2012 London Olympics 50p series, but the earlier 2009 version is particularly sought after. "If you are from the UK, this is exactly what you want to see - a super-rare 50 pence you can find in your change," they stated.
Another distinction of this coin lies in its release date. The 2009 edition was published two years prior to the standard 2011 Olympic 50p coins. Given its limited release—approximately only 20,000 of these particular coins were made—the coin's market value reflects its high demand among collectors. "Because of its extreme rarity, collectors are willing to pay big money for one," CoinCollectingWizard emphasised. They speculated that prices currently hovering around £250 could further increase in the future.
A survey of current listings on popular online marketplaces reveals prices varying from £52 to £285, but the actual selling price may differ from listed figures. For instance, one Blue Peter 50p coin reportedly sold for £186 earlier this year.
The reverse design showcases an athlete while the obverse features the portrait of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, crafted by Ian Rank Broadley. This blend of unique artistry, historical significance, and limited availability contributes to the coin's alluring charm for both casual coin collectors and serious investors alike.
In addition to its collectible nature, Florence Jackson's achievement stands out as she became the first child to assist the Royal Mint in designing a coin, having outshone over 17,000 entries in the Blue Peter competition. This adds an additional layer of value and historical significance to the 2009 Blue Peter athletics 50p.
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