The rarity of the 2009 Blue Peter athletics 50p coin captivates collectors
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A notable collectible coin has captured the interest of enthusiasts and collectors in the UK: the 2009 Blue Peter athletics 50p coin, which is said to now be valued at approximately £250. CoinCollectingWizard, a specialist in collectible coins, is encouraging the public to stay vigilant for this rare coin as its demand and value continue to climb.
The coin was produced in an extremely limited quantity, with only around 200,000 minted. However, it was not designed for general circulation; rather, these coins were included in special collection packs. This rarity means that should one be discovered in everyday change, it is a unique find, having been previously spent by someone.
CoinCollectingWizard noted, "If you are from the UK, this is exactly what you want to see - a super-rare 50 pence you can find in your change." The coin was notably designed by Florence Jackson, who at the age of nine, won a competition hosted by the children's television programme Blue Peter in 2009. Following her initial design, her concept was also used in the 50p series produced for the 2012 London Olympics.
What sets the Blue Peter athletics coin apart is that, unlike the more commonly circulated 2011 Olympic 50p coins, this particular version was released two years earlier and only around 20,000 copies were made available. CoinCollectingWizard elaborated on the coin's uniqueness, stating, "The 2009 coin was only sold in special presentation packs and never released into circulation. So, if you find one in your change, you are super lucky as someone has spent it."
The current marketplace for the coin shows a valuation spectrum, with prices ranging from £52 to £285, an indication of its fluctuating worth. Earlier this year, one of these coins sold for a reported £186. The reverse design prominently features an athlete, while the obverse showcases the portrait of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, created by Ian Rank Broadley.
Florence Jackson's involvement with the Royal Mint marks a significant milestone, as she is noted for being the first child to design a coin for the Mint, outshining over 17,000 other competitors in the process. This particular recognition has further amplified the coin’s desirability among collectors.
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