Clune Park: From vibrant community to dereliction and demolition
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Clune Park, a housing estate in Port Glasgow, Scotland, is facing imminent demolition as authorities have deemed the site unsafe due to the risk of collapse. Once a vibrant community home to hundreds of families, the estate has now been largely abandoned, leading to its nickname, ‘Scotland’s Chernobyl’. According to recent reports, only a few tenancies remain on the edge of the estate, highlighting the stark transformation of the area.
The deterioration of Clune Park can be traced back to the gradual decline of the local shipbuilding industry, which had been the backbone of the community. Over many years, families moved away, leading to a decrease in property values and an increase in negative perceptions associated with the area, including reports of drug abuse and petty crime. These factors have contributed significantly to the desolation observable today.
The architectural design of Clune Park, which was constructed primarily between the Victorian era and the aftermath of World War One to accommodate shipyard workers, adds a haunting character to the abandoned landscape. The former school, church, and shopfronts are still visible amid the surrounding dirt and overgrown vegetation, but the buildings have become increasingly dilapidated. Arson has further exacerbated the decline, with numerous incidents reported in and around the vacated properties.
Marshal Craig, one of the last remaining residents, has expressed his determination to stay despite the increasing dangers posed by these abandoned buildings. He, along with other remaining tenants, has faced challenges including threats from fires originating in nearby derelict structures. 
Inverclyde Council has commenced actions to address the situation by acquiring properties within Clune Park for demolition. The council plans to demolish 138 buildings across 15 blocks, a decision underscored by Councillor Stephen McCabe. He remarked to Scottish Housing News, "It’s important to remember that the former school and church buildings and the residential properties are being demolished in the interests of safety based on professional advice following extensive investigations." The council asserts that its responsibility is to ensure public safety, which has driven the decision to act against these unsafe structures.
Initially, there were plans to preserve the frontage of the B-listed school as part of a new energy project; however, damage from recent fires rendered its restoration unfeasible. As demolition crews prepare to dismantle the unsafe buildings, questions remain about the future of Clune Park and the possibility of regeneration in this once-thriving community. The actions taken by authorities continue to draw attention and criticism regarding the handling of the estate's decline and the impact it has had on the residents who have remained amid its decay.
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