BBC's secret accent league table sparks debate
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A recent discussion at the University of Sunderland brought to light a secret league table allegedly compiled by the BBC, ranking various British accents. According to Kate Adie, a distinguished former war correspondent and Chief News Correspondent for the BBC from 1989 to 2003, the accent identified as the "most hated" was one from a major British city. 
Ms Adie, 79, shared her insights on the subject during an event where an archive of her extensive journalistic career is being organised. While she did not disclose the specific city or accent in question, she highlighted the long-standing perceptions surrounding various accents across the UK. “Years and years ago, the BBC had an unofficial league table of the most liked and the most hated accents. The view was that some of them drove people nuts up and down the country,” she explained. 
During the session, Ms Adie engaged her audience by inviting them to guess the least liked accent, which prompted a unified response from attendees, suggesting a consensus without revealing the actual accent ranking. 
Accents in the UK have often been topics of discussion and debate, reflecting deeper social attitudes and biases. As Ms Adie's comments indicate, how individuals speak can significantly influence public perception and the way they are treated. The BBC's acknowledgments of these sentiments, albeit in an informal context, underline the complexity of linguistic preferences within British society.
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