Hulme Crescents says goodbye in vibrant farewell celebration
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In March 1993, a vibrant farewell celebration took place to mark the impending demolition of one of Europe's most infamous housing estates, Hulme Crescents, located in Manchester. Originally constructed in 1971, the estate was envisioned as a modern solution for the communities displaced during the slum clearances of the 1960s. Designed with a brutalist aesthetic, the vast U-shaped blocks were intended to accommodate over 13,000 residents; however, by the late 1980s, the structures had deteriorated significantly, becoming synonymous with crime and decay.
The estate, comprising different crescents named after notable Georgian architects—Robert Adam, Charles Barry, William Kent, and John Nash—quickly became a site associated with various social issues. Authorities struggled with the rising problems as squatters, artists, and drop-outs moved in, ultimately pushing the reputation of the Crescents to that of a decrepit and unsafe environment, infested with cockroaches and suffocated by crime.
By 1991, the Government allocated £37 million for the refurbishment of Manchester's housing stock, which led to plans for the demolishment of Hulme Crescents. In response to this impending change, local community members organised a grand community event to celebrate the closure of this chapter in Hulme's history before the bulldozers arrived.
The festivities, orchestrated by the local community arts group Dogs of Heaven, were attended by over 5,000 people. Spectators were treated to a dazzling combination of theatre, music, and a spectacular fireworks display dubbed "Safe as Houses." According to community spokesman Peter Marcus, the event symbolised monumental changes for the area, as he stated, "The demolition will mark the momentous changes taking place in Hulme." Anne Worthington of Dogs of Heaven described the event as a journey from the old Hulme to the new.
The show showcased an impressive array of performances, including a giant skeleton representing the end of the Crescents, and characters dressed as bats, cockroaches, and overflowing bins entertaining the crowd. Multiple highlights included a massive 'Olympic torch' that illuminated the sky and dramatic visuals that brought the decay of the estate to life. The Manchester Metro News published a review describing the event as "a magnificent sound and light show marked an explosive farewell to Europe's most notorious housing estate."
Following this grand celebration, the demolition of Hulme Crescents began shortly thereafter, with a two-ton demolition ball crashing into the concrete structure of Robert Adam Crescent as the community gathered once more to witness the transformation of their neighbourhood. The event encapsulated a moment of transition for Hulme, pointing towards a future where revitalisation and change were on the horizon.
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