Man pleads not guilty to climbing Big Ben in protest
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A 29-year-old man, Daniel Day, has entered a not guilty plea in Southwark Crown Court regarding charges related to climbing the Elizabeth Tower, commonly known as Big Ben. The incident occurred on March 8, during which Day allegedly scaled the iconic clock tower barefoot around 7.20 am, remaining perched there for over 16 hours. He was eventually brought down by authorities using a cherry picker just after midnight.
Day faces charges of intentionally or recklessly causing a public nuisance and trespassing on a protected site. During the court appearance, Judge Tony Baumgartner granted Day conditional bail while he awaits trial. The proceedings were marked by a display of support from Day's admirers, with members of the public gallery applauding and cheering as the judge concluded the hearing.
Outside the courthouse, a gathering of pro-Palestine protesters demonstrated their support for Day. They waved Palestinian flags and engaged in rhythmic drumming, voicing their opposition to the charges he faces. 
Daniel Day's next court date has been set for June 8, 2026, where further proceedings will take place regarding the allegations made against him. The situation surrounding Day’s actions has drawn significant attention, highlighting issues related to public expression and the implications of his protest.
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