Family raises concerns over alleged medical blunders at Glasgow children's hospital
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The family of 17-month-old Rio Stanulis has raised serious concerns about alleged medical blunders at Glasgow's Hospital for Sick Children, claiming their son has faced a series of dangerous mishaps since his birth. Parents Paul Stanulis and Nicole Dorman have voiced fears that understaffing at the premier children's facility may be endangering the wellbeing of young patients.
Rio was diagnosed with neuroblastoma, a type of childhood cancer, after initially being turned away by medical staff who declared nothing was wrong. According to Nicole, this diagnosis came after three months during which they witnessed several troubling incidents of care regarding their son, who has endured multiple serious health complications, including spinal issues and cardiac defects.
The Stanulis family points to a series of concerning incidents that they believe put their son's life at risk. They alleged that Rio was deprived of essential pain relief after surgeries and was exposed to the potentially deadly norovirus due to hospital environment conditions. They also reported two near-overdose incidents involving antibiotics that could have severely affected his recovery.
In a detailed account, Nicole recounted a specific incident where a nurse attempted to administer a tenfold overdose of Trimethoprim, which Rio was prescribed as a precaution against bladder infections. Noticing the discrepancy in dosage, Nicole asked the nurse to verify the amount. After checking, the nurse disposed of the syringe but did not formally address the situation, leading Paul to retrieve the discarded syringe to affirm their concerns. Paul stated, “They were in denial but we had the syringe to prove it. But we were just palmed off, it was never mentioned again.”
The family also highlighted a distressing episode following Rio's surgery to remove a tumour last August, where they say he was left without adequate pain relief. Paul described how he had to advocate for attention when he noted that Rio's morphine supply was running low, ultimately filing a complaint before staff responded to provide assistance.
Rio's medical ordeal did not end there. The child was hospitalised for throat surgery in December, during which his grandmother, who took him in due to his parents suffering from norovirus, was assured by staff that Rio was fine and he was still scheduled for surgery. Following the procedure, Rio contracted norovirus, which the family attributes to being placed in a general ward with other patients. The couple reported an incident during his recovery in which staff attempted nine times to insert a cannula into him without proper anaesthetic, causing him significant discomfort.
Following a recent surgery, the family claimed that there were repeated delays in administering necessary pain relief, resulting in further distress for Rio. Paul expressed regret for not voicing their concerns earlier, while Nicole stated they hope their experience can prevent similar occurrences for others. The couple's grandmother, Grace Kilna, stated that the issues stem from staff being overworked and underpaid.
In response to the family's claims, Dr Claire Harrow, Deputy Medical Director for Acute Services at NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde (NHSGGC), acknowledged the family's distress but stated that the hospital had reviewed Rio's treatment and found no evidence to substantiate several of the allegations. Dr Harrow expressed a willingness to meet with the Stanulis family to address their concerns and clarify any misunderstandings regarding Rio's care.
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