Man charged after crossbow incident during Salford disturbance
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A man has been formally charged following an incident involving a crossbow during a large-scale disturbance in Salford on Monday evening, April 14.
Police were called to a property on Romney Road after reports emerged of a considerable altercation linked to a gathering. Witnesses described a party involving approximately 60 teenagers at the house, which subsequently escalated and spilled onto the surrounding street. It was during this disturbance that a person was observed brandishing a crossbow, prompting armed police to respond.
Following the intervention, Roy Leader, aged 54, from Littleton Road, Salford, was arrested and charged with multiple offences. These include possession of an offensive weapon, affray, and racially aggravated offences under the Public Order Act. The charges relate specifically to events that unfolded on the evening of April 14. Leader has since been remanded in custody and is scheduled to appear before Manchester and Salford Magistrates' Court on Wednesday, April 16, 2025.
In addition to Leader’s arrest, six teenagers, aged between 16 and 18, were also detained on suspicion of affray during the same incident.
Greater Manchester Police have confirmed that an investigation is ongoing to establish the full circumstances of the disturbance. Detectives are working closely with Salford Council to gain a better understanding of the use of the property where the incident occurred.
In a statement, the force said: “These charges relate to an incident on the evening of Monday, April 14 to a large-scale disturbance on Romney Street in Salford. An investigation is ongoing into the circumstances, with our detectives working with Salford Council to understand the use of the property.”
The incident remains under investigation as authorities continue to piece together the events leading to the disturbance and the possession of the crossbow. Residents in the area experienced significant police activity during the response to the event.
The Manchester Evening News is reporting on the development and will provide further updates as more information becomes available.
Source: Noah Wire Services
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