Woman arrested after discovery of viable pipe bombs in County Down

[image: ]
A woman in her 40s has been arrested following the discovery of two viable pipe bombs in County Down earlier this month, the Irish Mirror reports.
The incident occurred on Wednesday, 2 April, when police received a report at approximately 11.15am about two suspicious objects found outside a commercial premises on Church Street in Dromore. The discovery prompted a significant security operation, including the evacuation of several nearby buildings, notably a local nursery school.
During the evacuation, members of the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) escorted young children from the nursery to waiting parents at the roadside. Deputy First Minister Emma Little-Pengelly publicly commended the nursery's staff and leadership for their handling of the situation. In a message posted on X, she said, "I'm just so glad everyone is safe and a recognition to the nursery staff and leadership who managed to keep the children safe and settled through this difficult day."
The security alert caused major disruption in the area, resulting in the closure of the main road to Lurgan and a busy link road leading to the A1 dual carriageway. Army Technical Officers were dispatched to the scene to assess the suspicious objects. Their examination confirmed that both devices were viable pipe bombs. The army bomb experts subsequently rendered the devices safe and removed them for further forensic analysis.
On Thursday, 17 April, a woman was arrested on suspicion of possession of explosives under suspicious circumstances. The arrest followed a search operation conducted by Criminal Investigation Department (CID) and Tactical Support Group (TSG) officers at a property on North Queen Street in Belfast. The woman was taken to Musgrave police station for questioning and was later released on bail, pending further inquiries by the police.
This arrest marks a significant development in the ongoing investigation surrounding the pipe bomb discovery in Dromore earlier this month. The police continue their enquiries to establish the full circumstances and any potential wider implications connected to the incident.
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