MPs and peers move to block Donald Trump from addressing UK Parliament during State Visit
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Members of Parliament (MPs) and peers have initiated efforts to prevent former US President Donald Trump from addressing both Houses of Parliament during a forthcoming State Visit to the United Kingdom. The move marks a significant shift as Labour frontbenchers, who had initially supported the invitation, have now expressed public opposition to the prospect.
Keir Starmer, the Labour leader, had invited Mr Trump for a State Visit during his February trip to the White House, part of what has been described as a charm offensive aimed at strengthening UK–US relations. Mr Trump disclosed over a recent weekend that King Charles III, whom he referred to as a “friend,” is considering setting a date in September for the visit.
However, concerns have grown regarding the appropriateness of Mr Trump addressing Parliament, especially following contentious episodes during his presidency, including a notably tense meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in the Oval Office, and his controversial policy positions such as proposals to annex Canada and Greenland, criticisms of free speech in Europe, and the imposition of punitive tariffs impacting global trade.
Labour MP Rachael Maskell articulated her opposition to Mr Trump’s potential parliamentary address, telling MailOnline, “It would be completely inappropriate for the US President to address the Houses of Parliament.” This echoes sentiments from a previous era when Mr Trump was barred by former Commons Speaker John Bercow from making a speech at Westminster in 2017, who asserted that addressing Parliament is “an earned honour,” not an automatic right.
The decision to allow a foreign leader to speak before both Houses in Westminster Hall requires agreement from three key figures: the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Lord Speaker of the House of Lords, and the Lord Great Chamberlain (represented by Black Rod). Labour and some cross-party MPs have formally called on these “gatekeepers” to withhold permission for Mr Trump’s address.
In fact, in 2017, a Parliamentary motion signed by 206 MPs—including prominent Labour figures such as David Lammy, Wes Streeting, Peter Kyle, Hilary Benn, and Shabana Mahmood—deplored Mr Trump’s behaviour and urged the relevant officials to block any address in Westminster Hall. Similar opposition emerged in a 2019 Early Day motion advocating against granting Mr Trump a full state visit.
Despite these concerns, Labour ministers have generally refrained from openly criticising Mr Trump since Starmer became leader, aiming to sustain the UK–US “Special Relationship.” Nevertheless, influential Labour MPs and peers have continued lobbying behind the scenes, with a coordinated letter organised by Lord Foulkes of Cumnock, a former government minister, sent to Lord McFall, the Lord Speaker. The letter described a parliamentary address by Mr Trump as “inappropriate” considering his previous attitudes towards the UK, parliamentary democracy, NATO, and Ukraine.
Parallel efforts are ongoing in the House of Commons, where Labour MP Kate Osborne has urged Commons Speaker Sir Lindsay Hoyle to echo John Bercow’s earlier decision to block such an address. She wrote in a letter seen by The Times: “It is up to our government to decide if they use the state visit to engage with Trump on a wide range of issues... but that does not translate to giving him the honour of addressing parliament. The risk of low attendance could also have negative or unintended consequences.” Another Labour MP also remarked, “We don’t need Trump to lecture and dictate his unilateral terms to our elected representatives.”
Contrasting these views, Conservative MP Julian Smith criticised the opposition as “crackers,” arguing on social media that “almost always better to engage & meet than to boycott – speaking to someone & meeting them doesn’t equal agreement.” Both Houses’ administrations have stated they do not comment on private correspondence but confirmed that any request for an address would be considered through established procedures, with a final decision resting with the Speakers of both Houses.
Senior sources involved in the discussions acknowledged that the names expressing opposition were “not surprising,” given their previous stances. Mr Trump himself has expressed optimism and enthusiasm about the visit, telling reporters in the Oval Office: “It is the second time it has happened to one person... It’s an honour to be a friend of King Charles and the family.” He indicated the visit might be scheduled for September, suggesting it would be “even more important” than his last visit, which featured extensive state ceremonies.
The forthcoming State Visit by Mr Trump is expected to follow that of French President Emmanuel Macron, who has been invited by King Charles for his first State Visit at the end of May. During Mr Trump’s initial White House tenure, he made official visits to Windsor Castle and Buckingham Palace to meet the late Queen Elizabeth II.
Labour MPs have reportedly sought to avoid public criticism of the former US president in order not to undermine Starmer’s attempts to secure a timely UK–US trade deal, an initiative deemed vital to ease tariff impacts and maintain strong bilateral relations amid ongoing negotiations.
Historically, addressing both Houses of Parliament is a significant mark of honour, bestowed sparingly since 1935. Notable past speakers include former US presidents Barack Obama, Ronald Reagan, and Bill Clinton, as well as Ukraine’s President Zelensky in 2023. Barack Obama delivered a speech in Westminster Hall in 2011, attended by several former British prime ministers, while Joe Biden did not give such an address during his visit.
The process requires agreement from all three parliamentary authorities before such an address can proceed. Sources confirmed earlier this year that both the Lord Speaker and Commons Speaker would welcome Mr Trump’s visit in general terms. However, opposition from MPs and peers to his potential address represents a notable parliamentary crossroads in UK–US diplomatic and political relations.
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